
ॐ

Kālabhairava Ashtottarashata
Nāmāvali

in English
108 Sacred Names with Meanings and Elaborations

KaliPutra-Ashish

Compiled with love and devotion.

FOREVER FREE eBook

Divine knowledge is free for all seekers
Please share this sacred text with others

Available online on jaikhyapaparampara.com



Kalabhairava Ashtottarashata Namavali

2

If you are here, kudos, you are meant to read this.

Jnana finds its way to those meant to receive it.

This is the rule of Prakriti, especially for those on the Bhairava path
(Shakti Vidya).

We all stand on the shoulders of giants; there is no point in
gatekeeping.

We can only become better by teaching and helping each other.

Om Shri Gurubhyo Namaha, Jai Guru BamaKhepa, Jai
Khyapa Parampara
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Bhairava Kalike Namosthute.
Through Bhairava we attain Maa Kali.

Begin your journey through 108 Sacred Names of Kālabhairava Baba:
Kindest Guru, Annihilator of Fear, Supreme Protector.

Jai Ma Krishna • Jai Mā Ādya Mahākālī • Jai Kālabhairava

Dedicated to Shri Praveen Radhakrishnan and Khyapa Parampara.
Om Shri Gurubhyo Namaha, Jai Khyapa Parampara
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Thank you Ma Aadya for permitting me
to compile this text. You sent me here
again with amnesia. Please forgive any
mistakes ever made, will be made (you
are trikaldarshi nothing is hidden from
you) and unlock thy potential to sing
your glory again with the tools of this
age. Prayer from your eternal dasa, se-
vak and putra Ashish.
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1. Kala-Bhairava-Devaya
The Divine Lord Kalabhairava, revered as the deity of time and transcendence.

The first name in the Kalabhairava Ashtottarashata Namavali is Kala-Bhairava-
Devaya. It is both an invocation and an act of surrender. The name salutes
Kalabhairava not only as a fierce form of Shiva, but as the divine presence who
governs time and stands beyond its reach.

Elaboration

This is a complete salutation to Shiva in the form of Kala Bhairava. The closing
word devaya carries the sense of offering, reverence, and direct worship. The
name does not merely describe him. It addresses him as the living deity.

Lord of Time (Kala)

The heart of the name is Kala, time itself. Kala Bhairava is not shown as a being
caught inside time. He is the one who governs its movement. Birth, growth, de-
cline, and death all unfold within his domain. In that sense, he is time as destiny,
time as law, and time as the force before which every worldly structure finally
gives way.

Bhairava: Fierce but Compassionate

As Bhairava, he is the uncompromising face of truth. His fierceness is not cruelty.
It is the power that tears away illusion, pride, and false security. What feels fright-
ening to the ego becomes liberating to the sincere seeker, because Bhairava re-
veals what cannot be avoided and what must be faced.

Devaya: The Lord Who Receives Worship

The word devaya reminds the devotee that this form is not only cosmic and philo-
sophical, but personal and worshipful. Kala Bhairava is approached as Ishta
Devata, the chosen deity who grants protection, steadiness, and release. The name
holds together awe and intimacy: the Lord of time is also the one before whom the
heart can bow.

2. Kala-Kalaya
The destroyer of destruction, the Lord who conquers time itself.

The second name, Kala-Kalaya, carries one of the deepest ideas in the Shaiva
tradition. It points to the reality that even time, death, and dissolution are not ul-
timate. There is a power beyond them, and that power is Bhairava.

Elaboration

This name literally means "the Kala of Kala" - the one before whom even time
must yield. It is a philosophical name, but it is also a practical reminder that the
Divine cannot be reduced to the cycle of birth and death.
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The Kala of Kala

In Shaiva understanding, Kala can refer to time, death, and the force of ending.
Everything conditioned must pass under its law. When Bhairava is praised as
Kala-Kalaya, he is being honored as the power that overrules even that final
force. What destroys all beings is itself not beyond him.

Beyond Time and Mortality

Because he stands beyond Kala, Bhairava is not trapped within succession, decay,
or fear of ending. This is why the name is linked to moksha. The devotee who
turns toward him seeks more than worldly safety. The real prayer is to be carried
beyond the fear that time imposes on embodied life.

What the Name Means for a Seeker

For spiritual practice, Kala-Kalaya points toward the eternal Self that is not con-
sumed by change. To salute Bhairava by this name is to remember that the deep-
est truth in us is not identical with the perishing body or the moving clock. The
Lord who conquers time can also free the mind from bondage to it.

3. Kala-Danda-Dhrite
Wielder of the rod of time, upholder of divine judgment.

The third name, Kala-Danda-Dhrite, presents Bhairava as the one who bears
authority. Here he is not only the Lord of time, but the one who carries its staff,
its discipline, and its power to bring every action to its due result.

Elaboration

This compound joins Kala (time or death), Danda (staff, rod, scepter), and Dhrite
(the bearer or holder). The image is direct: Bhairava holds the rod by which time,
karma, and order are enforced.

The Rod of Time

In dharmic imagery, the rod is a sign of rule and correction. It is not decoration. It
means authority. The Kala Danda is therefore the staff of time itself - the power
by which all beings are brought to consequence, limit, and completion. Nothing
escapes that movement.

Judge Without Partiality

This name also presents Bhairava as the guardian of justice. His judgment is not
sentimental or impulsive. It reflects the exact balance of karma. What has been set
in motion ripens at the proper moment, and Bhairava stands as the divine witness
who allows no disorder to remain unresolved forever.

Discipline as Grace

For the devotee, the rod does not only symbolize punishment. It also represents
correction. Bhairava disciplines in order to restore alignment with dharma. The
hardships that humble the ego, break false habits, or force truth into view can also
be understood as part of his stern compassion.
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4. Kalatmane
The soul of time, pervading and animating all existence.

The fourth name, Kalatmane, goes a step deeper than rulership. It does not de-
scribe Bhairava merely as the master of time, but as its inner essence. The name
suggests that time is not lifeless machinery. It is animated from within by
consciousness.

Elaboration

This name joins Kala (time) and Atman (self, soul, inner essence). In that sense,
Kalatmane means the one who is the very soul of time.

The Soul Within Time

When Bhairava is praised in this way, he is not placed outside time as a distant
ruler alone. He is recognized as the principle living within it. Every passing mo-
ment, every cycle, and every turning of birth and death carries his presence at its
core.

Pervading the Whole Process of Existence

Atman in Hindu thought points to the essential reality that gives life and identity
from within. Applied to time, it means Bhairava is the subtle consciousness active
in every phase of becoming: emergence, duration, decay, and dissolution. Time is
not empty sequence here. It is a field through which divine awareness is continu-
ously at work.

Immanent as Well as Transcendent

This name is especially powerful because it shows Bhairava as both beyond the
world and present within it. He is not limited by time, yet he is intimately present
in every temporal process. For the devotee, this means there is no moment devoid
of his witness. To understand time deeply is also to begin sensing his nearness.

5. Kama-Mantratmane
Embodiment of the desire-inciting mantra, the essence of creative will.

The fifth name, Kama-Mantratmane, brings us into a subtler and more esoteric
dimension of Bhairava worship. Here desire is not treated as mere craving. It is
understood as the primal impulse by which manifestation begins, and Bhairava is
praised as the living essence within that force.

Elaboration

This name combines Kama (desire, love, creative urge), Mantra (sacred sound),
and Atmane (the soul or embodiment). It points to Kalabhairava as the living es-
sence of the mantra-force connected with attraction, manifestation, and directed
will.

Kama as Creative Impulse

In this context, Kama should not be reduced to sensual desire alone. It points to
the primal urge by which the unmanifest becomes manifest. It is the movement
from stillness into expression. Bhairava, praised by this name, is honored as the
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consciousness behind that original surge of becoming.

The Essence of the Kama Mantra

Mantra is not just sound but awakened sound. The Kama bija, often associated
with attraction and generative force, is treated in tantra as a condensed form of
power. To call Bhairava Kama-Mantratmane is to say that he is not merely sum-
moned by such mantra. He is the living force within it, the awareness that gives it
efficacy.

Divine Attraction

This name also carries the sense of spiritual magnetism. Bhairava draws the
seeker toward what is needed - whether that is inner awakening, clearer intention,
or the conditions required for real practice. Attraction here is not shallow charm.
It is the power by which consciousness is gathered and directed.

Transformation of Desire

For the Shaiva practitioner, the deeper teaching is that desire need not simply be
suppressed. It can be purified, disciplined, and turned toward the Divine.
Bhairava as Kama-Mantratmane represents that alchemy: the redirection of rest-
less longing into a force for realization.

6. Kasika-Pura-Nayakaya
The Protector and Lord of the Sacred City of Kashi (Varanasi).

The sixth name, Kasika-Pura-Nayakaya, turns our attention to Kalabhairava's
intimate bond with Kashi. In this form he is remembered not as a distant abstrac-
tion but as the living guardian of one of Hinduism's most sacred cities. The name
carries the sense of authority, protection, and spiritual oversight.

Elaboration

This name combines Kasika (an older name for Kashi or Varanasi), Pura (city),
and Nayakaya (to the lord, guide, or protector). Together they praise
Kalabhairava as the presiding guardian of the sacred city.

Protector of Kashi

Kashi is revered as one of the holiest places in the Hindu world. It is remembered
both as the City of Light and as a great cremation ground where impermanence is
impossible to ignore. In that setting, Kalabhairava is traditionally honored as the
Kotwal of Kashi, the city's divine guardian. The tradition goes so far as to say that
no one, not even the gods, truly enters or remains in Kashi without his sanction.

Guardian at the Threshold of Liberation

Kashi is also linked with the belief that Shiva grants the Taraka Mantra to de-
parting souls, helping them cross beyond bondage and attain moksha.
Kalabhairava's place in the city is not incidental to that vision. As its lord and pro-
tector, he is understood to guard the spiritual field in which liberation is possible,
especially at the final passage of life.
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Judge Within the Sacred City

This guardianship is not only protective in a gentle sense. Bhairava also stands as
the force that preserves order. Within Kashi he is remembered as the one who
punishes wrongdoing and prevents the city's sanctity from being defiled. That
fierceness is part of his compassion: sacred ground must be protected if it is to re-
main a place of purification.

Devotional Significance

For devotees, Kasika-Pura-Nayakaya is a name of refuge. It affirms
Kalabhairava as the guardian who protects, disciplines, and purifies. To meditate
on this name is to remember that divine protection is not sentimental. It is a vigi-
lant force that defends the path to freedom.

7. Karuna-Varidhaye
Ocean of Compassion for His Devotees.

The seventh name, Karuna-Varidhaye, reveals a side of Kalabhairava that is
easily missed when one focuses only on his fierce iconography. This name
presents him as an immeasurable reservoir of mercy. It reminds the devotee that
Bhairava's power is not cold or distant. It is animated by compassion.

Elaboration

This name joins Karuna (compassion) and Varidhi (ocean). The image is deliber-
ate: an ocean has depth, vastness, and no easy boundary. In the same way,
Bhairava's compassion is presented here as inexhaustible.

The Ocean of Compassion

Kalabhairava is often approached through names that emphasize terror, disci-
pline, time, and destruction. Karuna-Varidhaye balances that vision. It tells the
devotee that beneath the fearsome form is a compassion vast enough to hold the
suffering of all who seek refuge in him. This is not mild sentiment. It is a pro-
found mercy that meets beings in the midst of bondage and pain.

Fierceness Rooted in Grace

This name also helps explain Bhairava's fiercer aspects. His severity is not cruelty.
It is the force that cuts through delusion, karmic burden, and spiritual inertia.
Seen this way, even his destructive power becomes an expression of compassion,
because it removes what keeps the soul in ignorance.

Protector and Benefactor

For the devotee, this name brings reassurance. The Lord of Time is also the one
who protects, removes obstacles, and bestows grace. Bhairava is not only the ruler
before whom all things pass away. He is also the refuge one turns to for help,
steadiness, and spiritual upliftment.
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Philosophical Significance

In Shaiva thought and related traditions, the highest reality is not understood as
mere power. It is also mercy. To praise Kalabhairava as Karuna-Varidhaye is to
recognize that his sovereignty over time, death, and destiny is guided by enlight-
ened compassion rather than arbitrariness. That insight changes the mood of wor-
ship from fear alone to trust.

8. Kanta-Militaya
The Beloved, Ever-Residing in the Hearts of His Devotees.

The eighth name, Kanta-Militaya, carries a gentler devotional mood. In a series
where Bhairava often appears as the fierce guardian and destroyer of ignorance,
this name draws attention to nearness, intimacy, and inward presence. It speaks
of a Lord who is not only powerful but deeply close to the one who remembers
him.

Elaboration

This name is often explained through Kanta and Milita. The wording allows for a
tender interpretation. Kanta can suggest the throat or neck, but in devotional
reading it also carries a sense of beloved closeness. Milita means united, joined, or
merged. Together the name points toward an intimate and inward relation with
the Lord.

Nearness in Devotion

If Kanta is read through the image of the throat, the symbolism is still rich. The
throat is the place of voice, chant, and song. It is where praise emerges. To say
Bhairava is joined there suggests a presence woven into remembrance itself, close
to the acts by which the devotee calls upon him.

The Beloved Within

The devotional reading goes further. Bhairava is not only praised from outside; he
is experienced within. Kanta-Militaya suggests a union in which the Lord is felt
as an indwelling companion, a beloved presence in the heart and mind of the wor-
shipper. In that sense, devotion is not merely directed outward. It becomes an in-
terior relationship.

A Tender Counterpoint to the Fierce Form

This name is especially striking because it stands beside many fiercer names of
Kalabhairava. It reminds the seeker that awe and intimacy belong together in
Bhairava worship. The same Lord who destroys fear and illusion can also be ap-
proached as one who offers closeness, solace, and steady inward companionship.

Spiritual Significance

For the devotee, this name encourages a more personal mode of meditation.
Bhairava is not kept at a distance. He is remembered as one who dwells close, re-
ceives loving attention, and answers sincere remembrance with presence.
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9. Kalika-Tanave
The Destroyer of all Strife and Calamities.

The ninth name, Kalika-Tanave, presents Kalabhairava as the force that breaks
the grip of disorder. The name does not point only to outer misfortune. It also ad-
dresses the inner states that keep a person trapped in fear, confusion, and conflict.
In that way, its promise is both protective and purifying.

Elaboration

This name is usually read through Kalika and Tanu or Tanave. In devotional ex-
planation, Kalika refers to strife, discord, misfortune, and the darker tendencies
associated with the troubled conditions of Kali Yuga. The second element carries
the sense of dissolving or destroying the form of those afflictions. The result is an
image of Bhairava as the one who tears calamity out at its root.

Destroyer of Strife

Here Kalika does not refer only to visible hardship. It also includes the internal
turmoil that accompanies human suffering: fear, confusion, hostility, and igno-
rance. Bhairava is praised as the one who confronts these states directly rather
than merely softening their surface effects.

Uprooting the Form of Calamity

The force of the name lies in its depth. Bhairava is not invoked simply to patch
over difficulties. He is invoked to dissolve the very structure that sustains them.
That is why the name carries such a fierce tone. It suggests the removal of obsta-
cles at their root, whether they appear as outer adversity or as inner corruption.

Restoring Order and Peace

Because he destroys disorder, Bhairava also restores balance. Devotees turn to
this aspect of him when they seek protection from harmful influences, relief from
severe disturbance, and the strength to re-establish steadiness in life and practice.
His destructive power is benevolent precisely because it clears the ground for
harmony.

Spiritual Significance

To meditate on Kalika-Tanave is to ask not only for comfort, but for deep purifi-
cation. The name reminds the seeker that true grace sometimes appears as the
force that removes what cannot be carried forward.

10. Kala-Jaya
The Victorious Over Time, Transcending all Temporal Limitations.

The tenth name, Kala-Jaya, expresses one of the central insights of Bhairava
worship: the Lord is not bound by time. He governs change, decay, and mortality
precisely because he stands beyond them. This name therefore carries both theo-
logical force and practical spiritual instruction.
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Elaboration

This name can be read simply as "victory over Kala," with Kala meaning time. But
in the wider spiritual sense, time is never just the ticking of moments. It includes
change, decay, death, and the entire field of limitation under which embodied life
unfolds.

Victory Over Time and Mortality

When Kalabhairava is praised as Kala-Jaya, he is honored as the one who has
mastery over time because he is not trapped within it. This includes victory over
mortality, since death itself belongs to the order of time. Bhairava is therefore not
merely a witness to impermanence but the power before which impermanence has
no final authority.

Beyond the Cycles of Change

Birth, growth, decline, and death define the conditioned world. The name Kala-
Jaya points to a reality that is untouched by those cycles. In Shaiva understand-
ing, that is the eternal aspect of Shiva: unchanging, self-existent, and not reduced
by the passing of forms. Bhairava embodies that timeless ground while still acting
within the world.

A Teaching for the Seeker

For spiritual practice, this name is not merely descriptive. It offers a direction.
The seeker's aim is not to escape time by force, but to realize the deeper Self that
is not exhausted by temporal experience. Meditation on Kala-Jaya encourages
detachment from anxiety about change and a steadier awareness of the timeless
reality underlying life.

Philosophical Significance

This is why the name is linked with liberation. To know the timeless is to loosen
the hold of fear, especially fear of loss and death. In that sense, Kala-Jaya is both
a praise of Bhairava's supremacy and a pointer toward moksha.

11. Kukkuta-Arudhaya
Mounted upon a Rooster, Symbolizing Vigilance and Victory over Ignorance.

The eleventh name, Kukkuta-Arudhaya, presents Kalabhairava in a striking
form: mounted upon a rooster. The image is unusual, and that is part of its force.
In devotional reading, the rooster is not a decorative detail. It stands for wakeful-
ness, the breaking of darkness, and the call that rouses consciousness out of spiri-
tual negligence.

Elaboration

This name describes Kalabhairava as "He who is mounted upon a Kukkuta," with
Kukkuta meaning rooster. In some traditions the rooster is associated with
Kartikeya (Skanda), the god of war. In relation to Bhairava, the symbol takes on a
more inward meaning: vigilance, readiness, and the power to announce the arrival
of light.
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Mounted upon a Rooster (Kukkuṭārūḍhāya)

The rooster is not a common vehicle in the Hindu pantheon, so this form of
Kalabhairava stands out immediately. Even where the rooster appears in connec-
tion with Skanda, it carries a martial sharpness and a quality of alertness. When
that image is brought into Bhairava worship, it suggests a deity who is never
asleep to truth and never indifferent to the state of the soul.

Symbol of Vigilance and Dawn

The rooster announces dawn. That simple image gives the name much of its spiri-
tual depth. Dawn marks the end of darkness, and so the rooster becomes a sign of
awakened knowledge (Jnana) arising after the long night of ignorance (Avidya).
As Kukkuṭārūḍhāya, Kalabhairava is the force that wakes the seeker from the
sleep of illusion and turns awareness toward what is real.

Victory over Ignorance

The crow of the rooster is also a summons. It breaks silence, ends delay, and sig-
nals that night can no longer hold its place. In the same way, this name presents
Kalabhairava as victorious over Moola Avidya, the primordial ignorance that
keeps beings bound to the cycle of birth and death. His force here is not vague or
gentle. It is direct, cutting through inertia and spiritual sleep.

Dispeller of Darkness and Protector of Dharma

Because the rooster heralds light, it naturally becomes a sign of the removal of
darkness, whether outward or inward. In this form, Kalabhairava is invoked as the
dispeller of negativity, obstruction, and hostile influences. He protects the path of
Dharma and guards those who sincerely seek knowledge, discipline, and truth.

12. Kapaline
Bearer of the Skull, a Sign of Detachment from Worldly Existence.

The twelfth name, Kapaline, brings Kalabhairava before the mind in one of his
starkest forms: the bearer of the skull. In Shaiva and Tantric symbolism, this is
not meant to shock for its own sake. The skull is a severe reminder that bodily
pride, social status, and worldly possession all end in the same silence. The name
therefore turns the seeker away from vanity and toward what does not perish.

Elaboration

Kapaline means "the one who bears the kapala," the skull or skull-bowl. The im-
age is fierce, but its teaching is direct. Kalabhairava carries what ordinary people
fear, and by doing so he reveals mastery over death, ego, and attachment.

The Skull as a Sacred Reminder

In iconography, Bhairava often carries a skull-bowl as a begging vessel. This
points to impermanence. The body, however cherished, is temporary. The skull
therefore becomes a teaching object: what we cling to as identity cannot remain
forever.
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The End of Ego

The severed head also suggests the fall of ahamkara, the ego-sense that says "I"
and "mine." As Kapaline, Kalabhairava is not bound by that narrow identity. He
stands beyond the pride and fear that keep the mind trapped in conditioned
existence.

Mastery Over Death

The name also implies sovereignty over mrityu, death itself. To meditate on
Kapaline is to remember that death is not the final authority. Bhairava wears its
sign openly, and in doing so he robs it of its terror.

A Call to Inner Renunciation

For the devotee, this name is not an invitation to morbidity but to freedom. It
teaches detachment, sobriety, and the courage to look at reality without ornament.
The skull becomes a sign that what is false must fall away if liberation is to be
sought in earnest.

13. Kalanemi-Ghne
Destroyer of Kalanemi, the Vanquisher of Obstacles and Ignorance.

The thirteenth name, Kalanemi-Ghne, shows Kalabhairava as the power that
breaks hostile forces before they can take root. Whether read through Puranic im-
agery or inwardly as a symbol of ignorance, the name points to a deity who does
not merely comfort the seeker. He clears the path by destroying what obstructs it.

Elaboration

This compound joins kala, nemi, and ghne, giving the sense of "slayer of
Kalanemi." The surface reference is mythic, but the force of the name reaches be-
yond one demon story. It speaks to Bhairava as the destroyer of everything that
keeps the mind bound and the path blocked.

Destroyer of Kalanemi

In the Puranic frame, Kalanemi is an asuric force associated with obstruction,
hostility, and spiritual harm. When Kalabhairava is praised as Kalanemi-Ghne,
he is remembered as the one who does not allow such darkness to prevail.

Remover of Hindrance

For a devotee, the demon may also be read inwardly. Obstacles arise as fear,
doubt, confusion, tamas, and repeated self-sabotage. This name therefore carries
the assurance that Bhairava can remove hindrance in both outer life and inner
practice.

Beyond the Wheel of Time

The name can also be read more philosophically. Kala is time, and nemi suggests
the rim of a wheel. Together they evoke the turning cycle of samsara: birth, decay,
and death. As Kalanemi-Ghne, Bhairava is not trapped in that turning. He
stands beyond it and can draw the seeker toward that same freedom.
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Protective and Decisive Grace

This is a forceful name. It does not present grace as softness alone, but as inter-
vention. Kalabhairava protects by cutting away what is poisonous, misleading, or
obstructive, and that is why this epithet is both fierce and compassionate.

14. Kala-Kanthaya
The Dark-Throated One, Bearing the Poison of the Cosmic Ocean.

The fourteenth name, Kala-Kanthaya, recalls one of the most beloved images in
Shaiva tradition: the Lord who holds poison in his throat to protect creation.
Applied to Kalabhairava, the name reveals that fierce appearance and deep com-
passion are not opposites. The same power that terrifies evil also absorbs suffering
for the sake of the world.

Elaboration

Kala-Kanthaya refers to the Lord as dark-throated or blue-throated. The name
clearly points back to the episode of the cosmic poison and links Bhairava to
Shiva's act of preserving the worlds through self-sacrifice.

The Poison of the Churning

During the churning of the cosmic ocean, the deadly halahala poison arose before
the nectar. Its force was so destructive that creation itself was endangered. Shiva
consumed it so that the worlds would not perish.

Why the Throat Turned Dark

The poison did not pass fully through him. Held at the throat, it marked him as
Nilakantha, the blue-throated one. In this Bhairava name, that same image re-
mains alive: the Lord bears destructive force without allowing it to spread.

Compassion in a Fierce Form

This is why the name matters. Bhairava is often approached as terrible, but Kala-
Kanthaya shows that his terror is never separate from compassion. He does
what is necessary to protect the order of things, even when the burden must be
taken into himself.

The Power to Contain Inner Poison

Spiritually, the poison can also be read as anger, greed, pride, jealousy, and de-
spair. Kalabhairava as Kala-Kanthaya does not merely destroy these impulses
from outside. He teaches the seeker how destructive force may be contained, puri-
fied, and transformed before it overruns the mind.

15. Kataksa-Anugrahita-Akhila-Sevakaya
Whose Gracious Glance Bestows Blessings upon All Devotees.

The fifteenth name, Kataksa-Anugrahita-Akhila-Sevakaya, turns attention to
Bhairava's grace rather than his weaponry. Even in a fierce deity, the tradition
never loses sight of the transforming power of divine glance. A single look from
the Lord is understood to purify, protect, and draw the devotee closer.
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Elaboration

The compound gathers together kataksa (glance), anugraha (grace), akhila (all),
and sevaka (servant or devotee). The meaning is expansive: Bhairava's gracious
look falls upon all who approach him in service and sincerity.

The Meaning of Divine Glance

Kataksa is not an ordinary look. In devotional language, it is the charged glance of
a deity, a moment in which grace becomes personal. It suggests that the distance
between seeker and Lord can narrow in an instant.

Grace as Active Help

Anugraha is not abstract kindness. It is grace that acts. It removes burden, gives
protection, softens karmic hardness, and opens the way toward right understand-
ing. In this name, Bhairava is remembered as one who blesses through presence
itself.

Available to All Who Serve

Akhila-sevakaya carries an important assurance: the grace is not reserved for a
narrow class of people. Whoever serves with sincerity may receive it. The fierce
Lord is not inaccessible. He is available to the devotee who turns toward him with
humility.

A Balance to Bhairava's Fierceness

This name gently corrects one-sided readings of Bhairava. He is not only the
guardian of time and the breaker of pride. He is also the one whose glance uplifts.
His severity protects truth; his grace draws the heart toward it.

16. Kapala-Karparotkrista-Bhiksa-Patra-Dharaya
Holder of the Uplifted Skull-Bowl, Symbol of Renunciation.

The sixteenth name, Kapala-Karparotkrista-Bhiksa-Patra-Dharaya, lingers
over one of Bhairava's most unsettling attributes: the skull-bowl raised as a vessel
for alms. The image is severe, but it carries a disciplined spiritual logic. What the
world fears, hides, or considers impure becomes, in Bhairava's hand, a sign of
freedom from illusion.

Elaboration

This long compound elaborates Bhairava's iconography in detail: kapala, skull;
karpara, skull-fragment or bowl; utkrista, uplifted; bhiksa-patra, alms vessel;
dharaya, bearer. The name does not simply say that he carries a skull. It says he
openly bears it as a sacred vessel.

The Skull-Bowl as Statement

In this form, the skull-bowl is not incidental. It is raised and visible. Bhairava
does not conceal impermanence; he places it before the devotee. The gesture itself
becomes a teaching.
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The Renunciation It Represents

Used as a begging vessel, the skull signifies radical vairagya, detachment. It shows
a being who has gone beyond ownership, status, and dependency on social ap-
proval. In the traditions that revere Bhairava, this severity is not nihilism. It is
freedom from clinging.

The Fall of "I" and "Mine"

The severed skull also points to the breaking of ego. All the insistence of identity,
all the noise of possession and self-importance, ends here. Bhairava holds that
truth calmly. That is why the image is both fearsome and liberating.

Beyond Purity and Impurity

This name also signals transcendence of ordinary social division. Bhairava is not
confined by conventional ideas of acceptable and unacceptable, pure and impure.
He reveals the Divine even where the world refuses to look.

A Symbol of Freedom

For the seeker, the teaching is clear. To approach this form is to be asked what
one still clings to, what one still fears, and what one still avoids seeing. The skull-
bowl becomes a sign of moksha because it belongs to one who has nothing left to
gain or lose.

17. Kavaye
The Supreme Poet, Seer, and Knower of All Wisdom.

The seventeenth name, Kavaye, reveals a quieter side of Kalabhairava. Here he is
not being praised primarily as destroyer, guardian, or ascetic, but as kavi: the
seer-poet whose vision penetrates truth and whose wisdom gives shape to expres-
sion. The name reminds us that divine knowledge is not dry information. It is liv-
ing insight.

Elaboration

Kavaye means "to the kavi," and kavi in the Sanskrit tradition means more than
poet in the modern literary sense. It points to a seer, one whose words arise from
direct vision and whose knowledge is joined to insight.

Kavi as Seer

The true kavi does not merely decorate language. He sees. He perceives hidden or-
der, inner cause, and spiritual truth. In this name, Kalabhairava is praised as that
kind of seer: one whose knowing reaches beneath appearance.

Knower of All Knowledge

Because the kavi sees truly, he is also linked with wisdom. Bhairava as Kavaye is
the source of insight, discrimination, and understanding. He is not limited to
scriptural learning alone, but stands as the ground from which real knowledge
arises.
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Revealer of Truth

The name also suggests that divine wisdom can become articulate. What is known
inwardly may be revealed outwardly. Scriptures, mantra, philosophy, and awak-
ened speech all belong to this dimension of the Lord.

Beyond the Split Between Knower and Known

At a deeper level, this epithet gestures toward non-duality. The same conscious-
ness that knows is the consciousness in which the universe appears. To meditate
on Kavaye is to approach Bhairava not only as a deity of force, but as living intel-
ligence itself.

18. Kalpanta-Dahanakaya
Whose Form Is the Conflagration at the End of a Cosmic Cycle.

The eighteenth name, Kalpanta-Dahanakaya, brings the mind to Bhairava in
his vastest and most awe-inspiring aspect. This is not merely the destroyer of one
obstacle, one fear, or one karmic knot. Here Bhairava is identified with the fire
that consumes an entire age when its time is over.

Elaboration

The compound is straightforward and immense in scope: kalpa, a cosmic age;
anta, end; dahana, burning or conflagration; kaya, form or body. The meaning is
therefore clear: the Lord whose very form is the final fire of dissolution.

The Fire at the End of an Age

In Hindu cosmology, creation does not move in a straight line. Worlds arise, en-
dure, dissolve, and arise again. Kalpanta names the end of one such vast cycle,
when everything manifested is withdrawn. The fire of that ending is not acciden-
tal. It belongs to cosmic order.

Bhairava as Cosmic Conflagration

This name does not present Bhairava as a distant overseer of destruction. It iden-
tifies him with the fire itself. He is the burning power through which forms, struc-
tures, and accumulated karmic residue are reduced and cleared away.

Destruction as Purification

That is why the name should not be read only in terms of terror. The cosmic fire
destroys, but it also purifies. What cannot endure truth is burned away. What is
eternal does not perish with the flames.

The Ground of Renewal

Every dissolution in the tradition prepares the way for a new manifestation. In
that sense, Kalpanta-Dahanakaya also points toward renewal. Bhairava ends a
cycle completely so that a new order may emerge without the burden of the old.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, the same principle works inwardly. False identities, exhausted at-
tachments, and stale karmic patterns sometimes have to end in fire. To meditate
on this form is to accept that divine destruction can also be mercy.
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19. Kala-Nidhi-Kala-Dharaya
Adorned with the Moon, the Repository of All Arts and Knowledge.

The nineteenth name, Kala-Nidhi-Kala-Dharaya, brings together two images
that are central to the Shaiva imagination: the treasury of knowledge and the cres-
cent moon worn upon the Lord's head. In this name, Bhairava is praised not only
as fierce guardian, but also as the source of refinement, wisdom, and inward
coolness.

Elaboration

The compound can be heard in two linked parts: kala-nidhi, the treasury of arts,
disciplines, and subtle knowledge, and kala-dhara, the bearer of the lunar digit
or crescent. Together they present Bhairava as the Lord in whom wisdom is stored
and through whom that wisdom is made luminous.

Treasury of Arts and Knowledge

In Sanskrit usage, kala can point to arts, skills, branches of learning, and refined
capacities. Nidhi is a treasure or repository. To call Bhairava Kala-Nidhi is to say
that all genuine knowledge, whether artistic, intellectual, ritual, or spiritual, rests
in him as its source.

Bearer of the Moon

The second movement of the name evokes the crescent moon borne by Shiva. The
lunar digit suggests coolness, clarity, rhythm, and the quiet light that guides the
mind inward. Bhairava's fierceness is therefore not wild chaos. It is joined to
serenity, measure, and awakened awareness.

Knowledge Joined to Restraint

This pairing matters. Knowledge without stillness becomes pride; power without
clarity becomes danger. In Kala-Nidhi-Kala-Dharaya, Bhairava holds both. He
contains the fullness of wisdom and also the calm radiance needed to wield it
rightly.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, this name encourages disciplined learning that remains rooted in
devotion. The arts, scriptures, and practices are not separate treasures to be
hoarded. They become sacred only when they rest in the light of the Divine.

20. Kapala-Malika-Bhusaya
Adorned with a Garland of Skulls, signifying victory over ego and mortality.

The twentieth name, Kapala-Malika-Bhusaya, is one of the most striking in
the namavali. The image is severe: Bhairava wears a garland of skulls. Yet in the
spiritual language of Shaiva and Tantric symbolism, this is not ornament for its
own sake. It is teaching made visible.
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Elaboration

The compound is direct: kapala, skull; malika, garland; bhusaya, adorned or
ornamented. The name praises Bhairava as the one who wears a garland of skulls,
a form especially associated with fierce manifestations of Shiva.

The Skull Garland as Symbol

In sacred iconography, the skull garland is not merely a reminder of death. It rep-
resents what has been stripped of false identity. Each skull may be read as ego
subdued, illusion broken, or a separate self returned to truth.

Mastery Over Mortality

The skull also reveals the fate of the body. Everything born passes. By wearing
skulls as ornament, Bhairava is shown as the one who stands beyond that fear. He
is not trapped in the cycle of birth and death, and he teaches the devotee not to
mistake the perishable for the Self.

Fierceness as Instruction

This is why the image can be terrifying and compassionate at once. Bhairava does
not flatter worldly attachment. He cuts through it. The garland teaches imperma-
nence without sentimentality and points toward the freedom that lies beyond
clinging.

A Spiritual Reading

To meditate on Kapala-Malika-Bhusaya is to remember that liberation de-
mands honesty. Pride, vanity, and the illusion of permanence cannot survive near
Bhairava. What remains after they fall is deeper knowledge and fearless devotion.

21. Kali-Kula-Vara-Pradaya
Bestower of Boons upon the Family of Kala (Time), the Lineage of Destinies.

The twenty-first name, Kali-Kula-Vara-Pradaya, carries a layered meaning. It
can be heard in relation to kala, time, and also in relation to Kali and her lineage
of worship. In both readings, Bhairava appears as the one who grants grace within
a realm that is otherwise fierce, exacting, and governed by destiny.

Elaboration

The name joins kali-kula and vara-pradaya. Vara-prada means giver of boons.
Kula means family, lineage, or spiritual stream. The richness of the name lies in
what the first half can imply.

Grace Within the Family of Time

If the name is read through kala, time, then the "family" includes all beings mov-
ing under time, karma, and causation. In that reading, Bhairava is the giver of
blessings to those living within the world of change. He is not only the Lord who
rules time, but also the one who grants protection and uplift within it.
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Grace Within the Lineage of Kali

If the name is heard through Kali-kula, it points toward the spiritual lineage, wor-
ship, and sacred family gathered around the fierce Divine Mother. Then Bhairava
appears as the boon-giver to those who approach the path of Kali with reverence
and discipline.

Bestower, Not Merely Judge

This matters because it softens a common misunderstanding about Bhairava. He
is fierce, but not merely punitive. As Vara-Pradaya, he grants what is needed for
the path: protection, inner strength, worldly support when appropriate, and above
all the grace that moves a devotee toward liberation.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, the name suggests that destiny is not mechanical. Time is power-
ful, karma is real, but grace also operates. In Bhairava there is both law and com-
passion, both austerity and blessing.

22. Kali-Kalavatii-Diiksa-Samskaaropasanapriyaya
Delighting in the initiation and purifying rites for those who comprehend the mysteries of
Kali.

The twenty-second name, Kali-Kalavatii-Diiksa-Samskaaropasanapriyaya,
belongs to a distinctly initiatory and Tantric register. It does not speak of casual
devotion. It points toward disciplined entry into a sacred path: initiation, purifica-
tion, worship, and a growing capacity to understand the fierce wisdom of Kali.

Elaboration

The name is long because it gathers several related acts into a single praise. It in-
vokes Kali, the one who understands or bears her qualities, diksa as initiation,
samskara as consecrating or purifying rites, upasana as worshipful practice,
and priyaya, the one who delights in these things.

The Initiated Path

At the heart of the name is diksa, initiation. Spiritual life here is not treated as
vague inspiration. It begins with entry, transmission, and commitment. Bhairava
is praised as one who favors that seriousness.

Purification Before Worship

The presence of samskara reminds us that powerful practice requires prepara-
tion. Purification is not decorative ritual. It disciplines body, mind, and intention
so that worship does not become ego-driven or careless.

Upasana in the Field of Kali

The name also points toward devoted practice shaped by the mysteries of Kali. To
be kalavatii in this context is not merely to know something intellectually. It is to
be formed by that fierce wisdom and to approach it with reverence, steadiness,
and guidance.
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Bhairava's Pleasure in Right Practice

The closing priyaya matters. Bhairava is not indifferent to how the path is
walked. This name says he is pleased by disciplined worship, proper initiation,
and sincere transformation. He guards the path because he belongs to it.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, this epithet is a reminder that profound practice asks for prepara-
tion. Bhairava's grace is not opposed to discipline; it flows through it.

23. Kalika-Daksa-Parsva-Sthaya
Seated by the right side of the Goddess Kali, embodying fierce protection.

The twenty-third name, Kalika-Daksa-Parsva-Sthaya, centers on nearness.
Bhairava is praised as the one who abides at the right side of Goddess Kali. The
image is intimate and symbolic at once, showing not distance between their pow-
ers, but mutual presence and shared work.

Elaboration

The name is built from Kalika, the Goddess Kali; daksa, right; and parsva-
sthaya, one who stands or remains at the side. The emphasis falls on relation-
ship, position, and alignment.

The Meaning of the Right Side

In traditional symbolism, the right side often suggests authority, auspiciousness,
active support, and intimate nearness. Bhairava at Kali's right side is not a sec-
ondary figure waiting at the edge of the scene. He is joined to her work and stands
in immediate participation with her force.

Shared Fierce Protection

Kali's power cuts through fear, ignorance, and hostile force. Bhairava, standing
beside her, is read in the same protective current. The name therefore highlights
his role as guardian: severe when needed, but severe in defense of truth and the
devotee.

Shaiva and Shakta Unity

This epithet also reveals how closely Shaiva and Shakta traditions meet. Kali and
Bhairava are not isolated powers moving in parallel. Their nearness signals com-
plementarity: Shakti as force, Bhairava as awakened consciousness and sovereign
control within that force.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, the name is reassuring. Fierce grace is not divided against itself.
When Kali acts, Bhairava is near; when Bhairava protects, Kali's power is present.
Their proximity becomes a sign of complete spiritual guardianship.
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24. Kali-Vidya-Svarupa-Vate
Embodiment of the Knowledge of the Kali Age.

The twenty-fourth name, Kali-Vidya-Svarupa-Vate, presents Bhairava as the
living form of the wisdom suited to a difficult age. This is not simply knowledge in
the abstract. It is the kind of knowing that can still guide, protect, and transform
when the age itself is marked by confusion, decline, and distraction.

Elaboration

The title joins Kali, the present age; vidya, knowledge or sacred science; and
svarupa-vate, the one whose very nature is that form. Bhairava is therefore
praised not as someone who merely teaches this wisdom, but as its embodiment.

Knowledge for a Difficult Age

The Kali Yuga is traditionally described as an era of disorder, shortened attention,
spiritual forgetfulness, and moral strain. A name like this suggests that the path
cannot rely only on ideal conditions. The wisdom needed now must be direct, po-
tent, and able to function amidst confusion.

Bhairava as the Living Vidya

To call Bhairava the form of that vidya means he is both source and measure of it.
Knowledge in this sense is not information collected from outside. It is transfor-
mative knowing that protects, corrects, and awakens.

Tantric and Esoteric Resonance

The word vidya also carries the sense of mantra, sacred practice, and esoteric
method. In many traditions, Bhairava stands close to those disciplines precisely
because they are meant to cut through dense conditions and bring the seeker back
to direct contact with reality.

A Spiritual Reading

For the devotee, Kali-Vidya-Svarupa-Vate is a consoling name. Even in an age
of spiritual fatigue, the necessary wisdom has not vanished. It remains present in
the Lord himself.

25. Kalii-Kurca-Sama-Yukta-Bhuvana-Kuta-Bhasuraya
Resplendent amidst "kaliikurca," the cosmic seed syllables that embody the essence of the
universe.

The twenty-fifth name, Kalii-Kurca-Sama-Yukta-Bhuvana-Kuta-
Bhasuraya, moves deep into mantra-centered symbolism. It presents Bhairava
not only as a deity worshipped through sacred sound, but as the radiant presence
bound up with the seed powers and hidden foundations of the universe itself.

Elaboration

This long compound gathers several ideas: kalii and kurca, understood here as
mantraic seed powers; sama-yukta, joined with or endowed with; bhuvana-
kuta, the hidden summit or essential core of the worlds; and bhasuraya, the ra-
diant or resplendent one.
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Seed Sounds and Sacred Power

The opening part of the name points to bija mantras, seed syllables that carry
concentrated spiritual force. These sounds are not treated as ordinary language.
They are understood as compressed forms of consciousness, creative power, pro-
tection, and fierce transformation.

Joined to the Hidden Core of the Worlds

The phrase bhuvana-kuta pushes the meaning outward to the cosmic level.
Bhuvana means the worlds or the universe, while kuta can suggest summit, es-
sence, hidden core, or secret foundation. Bhairava is therefore praised as one who
is joined to the innermost principle of manifestation.

Radiant Consciousness

The closing bhasuraya keeps the name from becoming merely technical. All of
this mantraic and cosmic depth shines. Bhairava is radiant because the ground of
reality is not inert. It is living consciousness, luminous in itself.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, the name teaches reverence for sacred sound. Mantra is not a dec-
orative addition to devotion. It points toward the subtle architecture of existence,
and Bhairava stands as the resplendent presence within it.

26. Kalii-Dhyana-Japa-Asakta-Hrda-Akarana-Vasakaya
Whose heart is filled with devotion, constantly chanting the sacred mantras of Kali.

The twenty-sixth name, Kalii-Dhyana-Japa-Asakta-Hrda-Akarana-
Vasakaya, shows a deeply inward side of Bhairava. Here he appears not only as a
fierce guardian, but as one whose whole being is absorbed in meditation on Kali
and in the repetition of her mantra. The name points toward the inner unity of
Bhairava and Shakti.

Elaboration

This name elaborates on Kalabhairava's complete absorption in Kali through med-
itation and mantra.

Absorbed in Kali

The title combines Kalii, dhyana, and japa. That pairing matters. Bhairava is
not described as offering occasional worship, but as remaining inwardly fixed on
Kali through contemplation and sacred repetition. In the Shaiva-Shakta reading,
this is a reminder that Bhairava and Kali are never truly separate.

A Heart Given Over to Practice

The phrase asakta-hrda suggests a heart wholly attached, absorbed, or devoted.
The image is one of total inward orientation. Bhairava's consciousness rests in
Kali so fully that meditation is no longer an activity added from outside. It be-
comes the condition of his being.
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The Ideal of Unbroken Japa

The latter part of the name implies steadiness and continuity. The devotion de-
scribed here is not momentary enthusiasm. It is unwavering remembrance. In
that sense, Bhairava stands as the model of the perfect sadhaka: fully alert, fully
concentrated, and never cut off from the source of power.

A Spiritual Reading

For the devotee, Kalii-Dhyana-Japa-Asakta-Hrda-Akarana-Vasakaya
teaches that fierce power and tender devotion are not opposites. The heart be-
comes strong precisely by becoming steady in mantra, meditation, and surrender
to the Divine Mother.

27. Kalika-Varivastyaadi-Pradhana-Kalpa-Padapaya
The primordial wish-fulfilling tree of immense growth, rooted in the very essence of Kali
(Time and Sakti).

The twenty-seventh name, Kalika-Varivastyaadi-Pradhana-Kalpa-
Padapaya, gives Bhairava an image of shelter, abundance, and spiritual fulfill-
ment. He is praised here as a primordial wish-fulfilling tree, but not one that
stands apart from Shakti. Its roots lie in Kali herself, in the power of time and the
primal force that animates the worlds.

Elaboration

This is a poetic compound name built around abundance, rootedness, and sacred
power.

The Primordial Kalpa Tree

The phrase kalpa-padapa evokes the celestial wish-fulfilling tree, the source of
shelter, nourishment, and granted desires. But the addition of pradhana and adi
elevates the image. Bhairava is not merely compared to a generous tree. He is de-
scribed as the primordial and chief form of that life-giving source.

Rooted in Kali

The opening Kalika places that abundance within the field of Shakti. The name
suggests that whatever Bhairava grants is inseparable from Kali's own energy.
This is abundance grounded in the force of time, transformation, and sacred
power, not in mere worldly plenty.

Boons That Reach Beyond Desire

Because Bhairava is praised here as a wish-fulfilling presence, the name naturally
includes the granting of desires. Yet in the traditional devotional reading, his gifts
do not stop at comfort or success. They can mature into discernment, detachment,
and finally liberation. He grants both support within the world and a way beyond
it.
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A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, Kalika-Varivastyaadi-Pradhana-Kalpa-Padapaya suggests a
Lord who nourishes from the root. Refuge in Bhairava is not dry renunciation. It
is shelter beneath a living source of power, grace, and transformation.

28. Kalyugravasava Braahmii Pramukhacaryanaayakaya
The Leader of the host of Brahmi and other Matrikas, who is the Supreme Wielder of
Power in the Kali Yuga.

The twenty-eighth name, Kalyugravasava Braahmii
Pramukhacaryanaayakaya, presents Bhairava as a ruler suited to difficult
times. He is not only fierce in himself. He is also the commander of other fierce
divine powers, especially Brahmi and the Matrikas, whose energy is called upon
when disorder spreads through the age.

Elaboration

This long name describes Bhairava's authority in the Kali Yuga and his leadership
over the fierce Mothers.

Fierce Authority in a Dark Age

The opening portion points to the Kali Yuga, the era traditionally associated with
decline, conflict, and spiritual confusion. In such an age, Bhairava appears not as
a gentle observer but as a forceful guardian. His sovereignty is expressed through
vigilance, discipline, and the willingness to confront disorder directly.

Leader of Brahmi and the Matrikas

The name then turns toward Brahmi-pramukha and the host of the Matrikas,
the divine Mothers whose powers are invoked in protection and battle against
negative forces. Calling Bhairava their acharya and nayaka places him in the
role of guide, chief, and governing presence among them.

Protection Through Fierce Shakti

This is important theologically. Bhairava's power does not stand against the femi-
nine divine; it works through it and with it. The name suggests a cosmos in which
fierce masculine and fierce feminine powers are coordinated for the restoration of
dharma when the age grows unstable.

A Spiritual Reading

For the devotee, Kalyugravasava Braahmii Pramukhacaryanaayakaya is a
name of reassurance. Even in a troubled age, the forces of protection are not ab-
sent. Bhairava remains the one who leads them.

29. Kankala-Malika-Dharine
Adorned with a Garland of Skulls, Symbolizing Victory Over Death.

The twenty-ninth name, Kankala-Malika-Dharine, brings forward one of
Bhairava's starkest and most recognizable forms. The garland of skulls is not pre-
sented as something merely terrifying. It is a visual teaching about imperma-
nence, ego, and the power that stands beyond death.
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Elaboration

This name describes Bhairava as the bearer of a garland of skulls, a classic image
of fierce divine mastery.

The Garland as Symbol

The compound joins kankala, skeleton or skull, with malika, garland, and
dharine, the bearer. The imagery is severe by design. Bhairava wears what others
fear. In doing so, he reveals that death and decay are not outside divine reality.

Victory Over Ego and Mortality

The skulls can be read as signs of conquered ego, exhausted karma, and the pass-
ing of countless lives through time. Bhairava does not deny mortality; he rules
over it. The garland becomes a declaration that all forms pass, but consciousness
itself is not destroyed with them.

Fearlessness Through Clarity

For devotees, the name invites a different kind of courage. It does not promise a
sentimental escape from impermanence. Instead, it teaches freedom through di-
rect recognition. What is transient must fall away. What is real remains.

A Spiritual Reading

In Kankala-Malika-Dharine, Bhairava appears as the one who strips illusion
to the bone. His terrible beauty is compassionate because it compels truth, not
denial.

30. Kaamaniya-Jata-Dharaya
Adorned with matted locks charmingly intertwined with divine attributes.

The thirtieth name, Kaamaniya-Jata-Dharaya, shifts the focus to Bhairava's
appearance, but not in a superficial way. His matted locks are a sign of tapas,
mastery, and ascetic power. The name adds another note as well: beauty.
Bhairava's wildness is not disorder. It carries its own radiance.

Elaboration

This name combines beauty, austerity, and the power associated with Shiva's as-
cetic form.

Beautiful Matted Locks

The term kaamaniya means beautiful, pleasing, or worthy of admiration, while
jata refers to the matted locks of the ascetic. Together they suggest that
Bhairava's yogic form is not merely severe. It is compelling in its own right. There
is beauty in renunciation when it rests in truth.

The Mark of Tapasya

In Shaiva imagery, matted hair signifies withdrawal from ordinary worldly con-
cerns and the concentration of spiritual force. Bhairava's locks therefore mark him
as a supreme yogi, one whose power is gathered inwardly rather than displayed
through ornament alone.
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Wildness Held in Mastery

The jata also carry another meaning. They suggest the untamed forces of nature,
but held within divine command. Bhairava is fierce without being chaotic. His
form teaches that true mastery does not erase raw power; it disciplines it.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, Kaamaniya-Jata-Dharaya reveals an unexpected harmony. The
ascetic path is not barren. In Bhairava it becomes luminous, powerful, and
strangely beautiful.

31. Kona-Rekhastha-Bhadrastha-Pradesa-Bindu-Pithakaya
The One Whose Sacred Seat (Pitha) is a mystical point on the intersection of the corner-
lines of the auspicious quarter.

The thirty-first name, Kona-Rekhastha-Bhadrastha-Pradesa-Bindu-
Pithakaya, moves into an explicitly tantric register. Bhairava is praised here not
just as a deity with a form, but as one seated in a subtle point of sacred geometry.
The name suggests presence concentrated in the most refined center of a conse-
crated space.

Elaboration

This is one of the more esoteric names in the sequence, drawing on yantra sym-
bolism, sacred space, and subtle spiritual geography.

Sacred Geometry

The opening elements evoke kona and rekha: angles and lines. In tantric prac-
tice, these are not merely visual details. The intersections within a yantra mark
zones of force, orientation, and concentration. The name suggests that Bhairava is
present exactly where this ordered geometry becomes spiritually potent.

The Bindu as Center

The word bindu is central to the meaning. In many traditions, the bindu is the
point from which manifestation emerges and into which it resolves. It is both in-
finitesimal and all-containing. To say Bhairava's seat lies there is to place him at
the core of manifestation rather than only at its outer forms.

Pitha as Sacred Seat

The term pitha means seat, foundation, or consecrated place of presence. Joined
with the bindu, it suggests not a broad territory but an exact center of access.
Bhairava is approached here through subtlety, precision, and inward
concentration.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, Kona-Rekhastha-Bhadrastha-Pradesa-Bindu-Pithakaya
teaches that the divine can be encountered not only in grand outer symbols, but in
the still center where all lines meet. Bhairava abides in the concentrated heart of
sacred awareness.
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32. Kadalii-Karaviiraka-Kanjha-Homa-Arcana-Priyaya
Delighting in the worship with Kadali (banana) flowers, heroic Karavira (oleander) blos-
soms, and Kanjha (lotus) flowers.

The thirty-second name, Kadalii-Karaviiraka-Kanjha-Homa-Arcana-
Priyaya, turns from metaphysical symbolism to the language of worship.
Bhairava is praised as one who delights in offerings made with specific flowers,
and the choice of those flowers reveals a layered devotional mood: fertility and
generosity, courage before poison, and purity rising above impurity.

Elaboration

This name points to Bhairava's delight in worship expressed through meaningful
offerings rather than empty ritual.

A Lord Who Receives Worship

The closing arcana-priyaya indicates one who is pleased by worship and offer-
ings. Even in a fierce form, Bhairava is approachable through devotion. The name
reminds the devotee that reverence is not abstract. It takes form in what is of-
fered, how it is offered, and the inner state behind the act.

Kadali and the Fruit of Action

The banana plant is often associated with fertility, nourishment, and cyclical re-
newal. As an offering, kadali can suggest the surrender of the fruits of one's la-
bor, along with the humility to place everyday life itself before the deity.

Karavira and Courage

Karavira carries a sharper symbolism. Beautiful yet toxic, it becomes an apt of-
fering for fierce deities. In Bhairava worship, it can signify the courage to bring
one's inner poison, fear, and impurity into the fire of transformation rather than
hiding them.

Lotus and Purity

The lotus represents purity, awakening, and the flowering of consciousness above
the mud of worldly entanglement. Its presence in the name balances the fiercer
note of karavira and shows that Bhairava receives both struggle and aspiration.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, Kadalii-Karaviiraka-Kanjha-Homa-Arcana-Priyaya
teaches that true offering includes the whole of life: work, danger, longing, purifi-
cation, and beauty. Bhairava delights in sincerity more than display.

33. Kurma-Pithadi-Sakti-Isaya
The Divine Abode resting upon the cosmic tortoise and primordial energies.

The thirty-third name, Kurma-Pithadi-Sakti-Isaya, places Bhairava on a foun-
dation that is both stable and living. The image joins the cosmic support of Kurma
with the primal force of Shakti. Bhairava is therefore praised not as a power float-
ing above creation, but as one whose seat is grounded in the deep architecture of
the universe itself.
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Elaboration

This name brings together support, sacred seat, and primordial energy.

Kurma as Cosmic Support

The tortoise, Kurma, is a classic image of stability in Hindu cosmology. It evokes
support, endurance, and the hidden strength that bears great weight without dis-
play. When Bhairava is linked to Kurma, his seat is shown as resting on what is
ancient, steady, and foundational.

Pitha and Sacred Foundation

The word pitha indicates a seat, base, or consecrated center of power. Bhairava's
abode is therefore not random or unstable. It is established on a sacred ground,
one capable of bearing both fierce power and divine presence.

Adi Shakti

The reference to primordial Shakti completes the picture. Bhairava's foundation
is not inert matter. It is living energy, the creative feminine force from which
manifestation arises. This keeps the name aligned with the Shaiva-Shakta vision
in which consciousness and power remain inseparable.

A Spiritual Reading

For the devotee, Kurma-Pithadi-Sakti-Isaya suggests a Lord whose fierceness
rests on perfect balance. Bhairava is grounded, enduring, and supported by the
deepest force of creation itself.

34. Kala-Kastha-Adhipalakaya
The Guardian of the Farthest Extent of Time's Boundaries.

The thirty-fourth name, Kala-Kastha-Adhipalakaya, speaks of Bhairava's
sovereignty over time at its very edge. He is not only a lord moving within time.
He is the guardian of its limit, the one who stands where measurement, duration,
and endings reach their final boundary.

Elaboration

This name treats Bhairava as the protector of time's structure itself.

Kala and Kastha

The word kala refers to time, while kastha can suggest a measure, boundary, or
ultimate point. Joined together, they indicate not ordinary passing hours but the
limit of temporal existence, the furthest reach of the process by which things arise,
mature, and dissolve.

Guardian of the Limit

As adhipalaka, Bhairava is the supreme guardian or overseer of that limit. The
name suggests that cosmic order is not accidental. Time has a law, an extent, and
a keeper. Bhairava stands in that role.
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Beyond Fear of Time

For the devotee, the name also changes how time is viewed. Time is usually feared
because it takes things away. But Bhairava's guardianship suggests that time is
part of sacred order, not blind destruction. What ends does so under divine super-
vision, not chaos.

A Spiritual Reading

In Kala-Kastha-Adhipalakaya, Bhairava appears as the one before whom even
time must keep its boundary. To contemplate this name is to remember that the
Lord stands beyond what terrifies the ordinary mind.

35. Katha-Bhrave
The one who removes all obstacles and impurities through His terrifying roar.

The thirty-fifth name, Katha-Bhrave, carries a forceful and unusual mood. It
suggests Bhairava as one whose fierce presence breaks through what entangles the
mind. Whether those bonds are understood as inner stories, karmic obstructions,
or accumulated impurity, the name points to a divine power that does not negoti-
ate with illusion.

Elaboration

This name can be read as a combination of obstacle-laden narrative and a fierce
sound or presence that breaks it apart.

The Bondage of the Inner Story

The word katha usually means story, speech, or narrative. In a spiritual reading,
that opens a useful insight: much bondage is sustained by the stories we cling to
about ourselves, our fears, our grievances, and our desires. Bhairava appears here
as the one who cuts through those binding narratives.

The Fierce Cry of Bhairava

The second element suggests a terrible cry, roar, or formidable manifestation.
Bhairava's power is not soft persuasion. It is the kind of force that shocks illusion
out of its hiding place. His roar is the sound of truth becoming unavoidable.

Purification Through Severity

That severity is not cruelty. It is corrective. Just as fire purifies by burning,
Bhairava removes impurity by refusing to let falseness remain intact. The name
therefore belongs to the fierce grace by which spiritual progress sometimes
begins.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, Katha-Bhrave teaches that not every blessing arrives gently.
Sometimes the Lord helps by breaking the mental structures that keep suffering in
place. What feels frightening at first may actually be liberating.
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36. Kama-Sancarane
One who moves and acts according to His own will and desire.

The thirty-sixth name, Kama-Sancarane, speaks of Bhairava's perfect freedom.
He acts from his own divine will, not from compulsion, lack, or outside pressure.
The name therefore points less to ordinary desire and more to sovereign inten-
tion: movement that arises from the deepest center of power.

Elaboration

This name treats Bhairava as one whose activity is self-born and unconstrained.

Kama as Divine Will

Although kama often means desire, in a theological context it can also indicate
intention or will. In Bhairava's case, this cannot be reduced to craving. It refers to
the spontaneous movement of divine purpose.

Sancarana as Movement

The term sancarana suggests movement, wandering, or active expression.
Bhairava is therefore not static. He moves through the worlds, through events,
and through the lives of devotees according to his own law.

Freedom Beyond Compulsion

Human action is usually mixed with fear, attachment, or karmic habit. The name
presents Bhairava as free from all of that. He acts without bondage because he is
not compelled by anything outside himself. His will is complete in itself.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, Kama-Sancarane offers a glimpse of what true freedom means.
It is not impulsiveness. It is action arising from a center no longer ruled by frag-
mentation, fear, or dependence.

37. Kama-Araye
The Enemy of Kama, the Destroyer of Cupid's Illusions.

The thirty-seventh name, Kama-Araye, returns to one of the great Shaiva
themes: the conquest of desire. Bhairava is praised here as the enemy of Kama,
not because desire is treated as unreal in a trivial sense, but because unchecked
craving binds the mind and keeps it turned outward.

Elaboration

This name presents Bhairava as the one who overcomes the force of desire at its
root.

Kama as Desire and Attachment

In Sanskrit, Kama can refer both to desire itself and to the deity who personifies
it. The name therefore works on two levels. Bhairava stands against craving as an
inner force, and he also recalls the wider Shaiva story in which Shiva burns Kama
when meditation is disturbed.
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Ari as Enemy

The element ari means enemy or destroyer. This does not imply hatred of life. It
indicates that Bhairava opposes whatever clouds discernment and drags the
seeker back into bondage. He is hostile to delusion, not to truth.

Ascetic Fire

The name naturally aligns Bhairava with austerity, self-mastery, and vairagya,
the cooling of compulsive attraction. By destroying the illusions born of desire, he
frees attention for deeper practice and steadier awareness.

A Spiritual Reading

For the devotee, Kama-Araye is a powerful name for inner discipline. Bhairava
is invoked here as the force that burns through fascination, confusion, and attach-
ment so that the heart can turn toward liberation.

38. Kama-Rupa-Vate
Possessing the Power to Assume any Form at Will.

The thirty-eighth name, Kama-Rupa-Vate, presents Bhairava as unrestricted by
any single outer form. He can assume whatever form is required by divine will.
The name therefore points both to omnipotence and to compassion: the Lord ap-
pears in ways that meet the need of the moment.

Elaboration

This name emphasizes Bhairava's freedom of manifestation.

Form Directed by Will

The name joins kama, understood here as will or intention, with rupa, form.
Bhairava is thus one who can take on form according to purpose. He is not con-
fined to a single appearance, mood, or function.

Manifestation Without Limitation

Because he is not bound to one fixed embodiment, Bhairava can be fierce, protec-
tive, concealed, revelatory, or inwardly present according to what is needed. The
name points to the formless divine's ability to enter form without becoming
trapped by it.

Accessible to the Devotee

This power also carries devotional warmth. The Lord can be encountered in many
modes because he is not restricted by our categories. A devotee may meet
Bhairava through image, mantra, vision, fear, protection, or insight, and none of
these exhaust him.

A Spiritual Reading

For the seeker, Kama-Rupa-Vate teaches that divine reality exceeds every one
of its manifestations. Bhairava can assume form, but he is never reduced to the
form he assumes.
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39. Kanthadi-Sarva-Cakrasthaya
Residing in all the chakras, from the throat center upwards.

The thirty-ninth name, Kanthadi-Sarva-Cakrasthaya, turns the seeker's atten-
tion inward. It presents Kalabhairava not only as a deity worshiped outwardly, but
as a living presence within the subtle centers through which higher awareness
awakens. Beginning at the throat and moving upward, this name points toward
purification, insight, and liberation.

Elaboration

This compound joins Kanthadi, "beginning with the throat," and Sarva-Cakra-
Sthaya, "abiding in all the chakras." The name points to Bhairava's presence in
the inner energy centers of the subtle body, especially those associated with higher
realization.

Residing in All the Chakras

The phrase Sarva Cakra refers to the range of subtle centers through which con-
sciousness is refined. Sthaya indicates abiding presence. In this sense,
Kalabhairava is not distant from the practitioner. He dwells within the field of
spiritual practice itself, present in the centers through which awareness is stead-
ied, purified, and awakened.

From the Throat Upward

The word Kantha points to the throat center, traditionally linked with purifica-
tion, truthful expression, and mantra. The extension adi broadens the meaning
from that point upward, including the higher centers associated with intuition, in-
sight, and final union. The name therefore emphasizes Bhairava's dominion over
the ascending movement of spiritual awareness.

A Name of Inner Ascent

For the devotee, Kanthadi-Sarva-Cakrasthaya suggests that the path to
Bhairava is not merely external. His presence can be contemplated within the
awakened body itself. To meditate on this name is to remember that speech, per-
ception, and consciousness are all to be purified and offered upward until they
rest in the highest reality.

40. Kriyadi-Koti-Diipakaya
Illuminator of the innumerable paths of action.

The fortieth name, Kriyadi-Koti-Diipakaya, presents Kalabhairava as the light
behind the countless movements of life and sadhana. It points to Him not merely
as a witness to action, but as the one who reveals its direction, purpose, and
power. For the seeker, this name recalls that every genuine path is illumined by
the same divine consciousness.
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Elaboration

This compound can be read through three parts: Kriya, action or activity; Koti,
countless or innumerable; and Diipakaya, the one who illumines. Taken to-
gether, the name describes Kalabhairava as the light behind the endless move-
ments and processes that unfold in creation.

The Light Behind Action

The word Kriya points to action in the broadest sense. It includes outer action,
inward discipline, and the dynamic force through which life unfolds. In traditional
interpretation, this field of action is not isolated from the other divine powers of
knowledge (jnana) and will (iccha). The name therefore suggests a Lord who il-
lumines the whole field of becoming, not one narrow stream of activity.

Countless Movements in the Cosmos

The word Koti literally suggests an immense number, but here it carries the sense
of the innumerable. Every material process, mental movement, ritual act, and
spiritual effort belongs to this vast field. To call Kalabhairava Kriyadi-Koti-
Diipakaya is to recognize Him as the consciousness by which these many cur-
rents become meaningful and directed rather than blind motion.

Guide of Every Path

This name also speaks to the diversity of spiritual disciplines. Paths of action, de-
votion, knowledge, mantra, and yogic practice do not stand apart from His light.
Their strength, clarity, and fruitfulness arise through the same divine source.
Meditating on this name reminds the seeker that right action is not merely busy-
ness; it becomes sacred when illumined by Bhairava's presence.

41. Karna-Hiina-Upavitapaya
Adorned with the sacred thread at the earlobe, signifying supreme renunciation.

The forty-first name, Karna-Hiina-Upavitapaya, presents Kalabhairava in a
striking ascetic form. Instead of the sacred thread appearing in its ordinary place,
it is associated with the ear, and that unusual image immediately points beyond
convention. This name invites the seeker to contemplate a purity that does not de-
pend on outward markers, but on realized truth.

Elaboration

This name is traditionally read through Karna, the ear, and Upavita, the sacred
thread. Its devotional force lies in the unexpected placement of that thread. The
image is not merely ornamental. It reveals Kalabhairava as one who stands be-
yond external signs while fully embodying the essence those signs are meant to
protect.

The Sacred Thread Recast

In ordinary practice, the upavita is worn across the torso and serves as a visible
sign of sacred discipline and initiation. Here, that sign is displaced to the ear. The
shift suggests that Kalabhairava is not confined by the outer structure of ritual,
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even while He remains its deepest source. He does not reject sanctity; He reveals
where sanctity truly begins.

Beyond Social and Ritual Distinctions

This unusual adornment has long been understood as a sign of radical detach-
ment. Kalabhairava stands beyond inherited status, worldly rank, and external
badges of purity. In that sense, the name resonates with the avadhuta ideal: one
who has gone beyond convention without losing the truth toward which conven-
tion points. His holiness does not arise from social recognition. It shines from
within.

The Ear and Sacred Hearing

The symbolism deepens when the ear itself is considered. In the traditional world
of shruti, hearing is the channel through which revelation is received. A sacred
thread at the ear may therefore suggest a state in which true initiation comes
through direct receptivity to wisdom. Kalabhairava is not made sacred by cere-
mony alone. He is the living ground of sacred knowledge.

For the devotee, Karna-Hiina-Upavitapaya becomes a name of inward renun-
ciation. It reminds the seeker to move beyond pride in outer signs and to cultivate
the deeper purity born of detachment, listening, and truth.

42. Kanaka-Acala-Deha-Vate
Adorned with a body resplendent like a golden mountain.

The forty-second name, Kanaka-Acala-Deha-Vate, turns our attention to the
majesty of Kalabhairava's form. A golden mountain is not simply beautiful; it is
brilliant, immovable, and overwhelming in scale. Through this name, Bhairava is
seen as radiant and awe-inspiring, yet also as the stable divine presence that does
not waver.

Elaboration

This compound is read through three clear images: Kanaka, gold; Acala, moun-
tain; and Deha, body. Together they portray Kalabhairava as one whose very
form carries the splendor of a golden mountain. The comparison joins outward
brilliance with deeper theological meaning.

Gold as Purity and Divine Worth

Gold traditionally signifies purity, incorruptibility, radiance, and sacred value. To
speak of Bhairava's body in golden terms is therefore to say that His form is un-
touched by decay and inner impurity. Even where He appears fierce, that fierce-
ness is not dark or diminished. It shines from a state of perfect divinity.

The Mountain as Steadfast Presence

The word Acala, "mountain" or "the unmoving," adds another dimension. A
mountain suggests stability, height, and immense power. In this name,
Kalabhairava is not only radiant but unshakable. He stands as the enduring
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ground beneath change, the still axis around which the restless movements of the
world continue to turn.

Radiance That Dispels Fear

The golden mountain image also suggests spiritual luminosity. This is not mere
surface splendor. It is the outward sign of consciousness and power. Bhairava's ra-
diance exposes what is hidden, burns through ignorance, and reassures the devo-
tee that divine presence remains greater than fear, darkness, or confusion.

For the seeker, Kanaka-Acala-Deha-Vate is a name of awe and steadiness. It
invites meditation on a Lord whose brilliance is inseparable from firmness, and
whose beauty is inseparable from spiritual power.

43. Kandharakaradahaaragasabhaasura Muurtimate
Possessing a splendid form, radiant with a necklace of skulls, an abode of ultimate bliss.

The forty-third name, Kandharakaradahaaragasabhaasura Muurtimate,
presents Kalabhairava in one of his unmistakably tantric forms: radiant, adorned
with the skull-garland, and established in supreme bliss. The imagery is fierce, yet
it is not meant to terrify the devotee. It teaches that the Lord stands beyond death,
wears impermanence as an ornament, and remains rooted in a joy that cannot be
shaken.

Elaboration

This long compound name gathers several qualities into a single vision of
Bhairava. It evokes a shining embodied presence, the garland of skulls around the
neck, and the state of bliss that lies beyond fear and duality. Read together, these
images give the devotee a complete meditation rather than a mere verbal label.

Radiant Embodied Presence

The name emphasizes that Kalabhairava is not imagined here as an abstract prin-
ciple alone. He appears in a manifest, luminous form. That radiance matters. It
tells the seeker that even Bhairava's fierce aspect is not dark in the sense of spiri-
tual obscurity. His form shines with consciousness, power, and divine majesty.

The Skull-Garland and Mastery Over Death

The necklace of skulls is among the most striking elements of Bhairava iconogra-
phy. In tantric symbolism, it is not a gruesome decoration but a revelation of mas-
tery. Each skull points to the passing of bodily identity, the collapse of ego, and
the endless cycle of birth and death that governs embodied life. When Bhairava
wears that garland, he is shown as the one before whom mortality has no final
authority.

Bliss Beyond Fear

The fierce imagery does not end in destruction. It opens into bliss. The name sug-
gests a state in which the devouring power of time and death no longer appears as
terror, because all limited identity has already been offered into the divine. What
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remains is not emptiness in a barren sense, but the freedom and fullness that
arise when separation dissolves.

For this reason, Kandharakaradahaaragasabhaasura Muurtimate can be
contemplated as a name of both awe and consolation. It reminds the devotee that
Bhairava's fierce beauty is ultimately liberating, and that what he strips away is
precisely what keeps the soul bound.

44. Kapala-Mocana-Antaya
The Liberator from the Sin of Brahmahatya, cleansing the skull of delusion.

The forty-fourth name, Kapala-Mocana-Antaya, brings to mind one of the
best-known Bhairava narratives: the release of the skull and the ending of a terri-
ble burden. Because of that story, the name carries both mythic force and inward
meaning. It speaks of Kalabhairava as the one who removes the weight of grave
karma, pride, and delusion from the seeker.

Elaboration

At the surface level, this name points toward the sacred memory of
Kapalamochana. In the Puranic account, Shiva in the form of Bhairava severed
Brahma's fifth head after Brahma's arrogance and falsehood. The skull then clung
to Bhairava's hand, and the burden of Brahmahatya followed him until he reached
Kashi, where the skull finally fell away. The place of that release became known as
Kapalamochana Tirtha.

Release from the Burden of Sin

Because of this association, the name presents Kalabhairava as the one who can
end even a terrible burden. Devotees do not approach him lightly, but they do ap-
proach him with hope. If Bhairava is remembered as the Lord who brings release
from such a grave stain, then he is also remembered as the purifier who can cut
through the karmic weight carried by ordinary seekers.

The Skull as Ego and Delusion

The skull also has an inward meaning. It can stand for the hard shell of ego, false
knowledge, and self-importance that keeps a person trapped in ignorance. In that
sense, liberation from the skull is liberation from a mind ruled by pride and delu-
sion. Bhairava does not merely remove an outer impurity; he breaks the inner fix-
ation that makes bondage continue.

Hope for the Seeker

This is why Kapala-Mocana-Antaya is a compassionate name, even though it
arises from a fierce story. It reminds the devotee that no stain is beyond purifica-
tion, no confusion beyond correction, and no karmic burden beyond the reach of
divine grace. The name carries the assurance that Bhairava's terrible power is ulti-
mately medicinal: it destroys only what keeps the soul bound.
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45. Kala-Rajaya
The King of Time, who governs its very dominion.

The forty-fifth name, Kala-Rajaya, is short but sweeping in meaning. It identi-
fies Kalabhairava not merely with time, but with kingship over time. Birth and
death, growth and decay, beginnings and endings all unfold within the kingdom of
kala; this name declares Bhairava to be its sovereign.

Elaboration

This name joins two simple ideas: kala, time, and raja, king. Together they por-
tray Kalabhairava as the ruler of the process that governs every embodied life.
Nothing in the manifest world escapes time, and therefore nothing escapes his
dominion.

Sovereignty Over the Flow of Time

To call Bhairava the King of Time is to say that he is not just another being mov-
ing inside the stream. He presides over that stream. The past, present, and future
are all held within his authority. What ripens, what declines, and what comes to
an end all do so under his watch.

Lord of the Cosmic Cycles

The name also points beyond individual life. Time unfolds in larger measures too:
yugas, kalpas, eras of manifestation and withdrawal. Bhairava governs these cy-
cles as well. He is present at the start of an age, in its turning, and at its dissolu-
tion. In this way the name gives him not a local authority, but a cosmic one.

What the Name Means for Devotion

For the seeker, Kala-Rajaya brings both humility and reassurance. Humility, be-
cause no human plan can overrule time. Reassurance, because time itself is not
blind or mechanical when viewed through Bhairava. The same Lord who devours
all moments also gives them meaning, discipline, and completion.

46. Kriya-Pradaya
Bestower of Actions and the Fruits Thereof.

The forty-sixth name, Kriya-Pradaya, turns attention to one of the most practi-
cal dimensions of spiritual life: action. Human beings are always acting, choosing,
performing, neglecting, building, damaging, praying, and seeking. This name re-
minds the devotee that action itself, along with the fruit it produces, moves within
the order upheld by Kalabhairava.

Elaboration

The name is formed from kriya, action, deed, or ritual performance, and prada,
giver or bestower. It portrays Kalabhairava as the one who empowers action and
also governs what action becomes. In a single phrase, the name joins effort and
consequence.
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The Lord Behind Action

As Kriya-Pradaya, Kalabhairava is understood as the subtle force behind move-
ment and manifestation. Nothing unfolds in the universe without the permission
of a deeper order. Whether the action is physical, mental, or ritual, Bhairava
stands behind the energy that allows it to happen.

The Dispenser of Results

The name also extends to the fruit of action. Deeds do not vanish into nothing.
They ripen. They return. They shape future experience. In that sense, Bhairava ap-
pears here as the guardian of karmic order, ensuring that action bears its fitting
consequence. This does not reduce life to fatalism; it underscores the moral seri-
ousness of every choice.

Action Offered, Bondage Reduced

For the devotee, the name carries practical instruction. One must act, but one
should act with awareness, restraint, and surrender. When action is offered to the
Lord rather than claimed by ego, its binding force weakens. Kriya-Pradaya
therefore points not only to cosmic administration, but also to the possibility of
freedom through right action and inner offering.

47. Karana-Adhipataye
Lord of All Causes, the Primal Source of Creation.

The forty-seventh name, Karana-Adhipataye, moves from action to its root. If
the previous name speaks of deeds and their fruits, this one asks a deeper ques-
tion: what stands behind the chain of causes itself? The answer given here is
Kalabhairava, the Lord who presides over causation without being confined by it.

Elaboration

The compound joins karana, cause or instrument, with adhipati, lord or mas-
ter. In philosophical language, karana can point to the factors through which
things arise, endure, and pass away. To call Bhairava Karana-Adhipati is to say
that he is master of those causes, not just one actor among them.

Lord of the Causal Chain

Every event in the world seems to come from something before it. One condition
gives rise to another. One action opens the way for the next. This name places
Kalabhairava above that sequence. He is not merely another link inside the chain
of cause and effect; he is the one in whom the chain itself is grounded.

The Source Behind Manifestation

The name also points to Bhairava as the source from which creation unfolds.
Whether one speaks of material causes, efficient causes, or the subtle intelligence
that orders the universe, all are traced back here to the divine. Creation, preserva-
tion, and dissolution are not random processes. They proceed from an originating
power.
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Beyond What He Governs

At the same time, the name implies transcendence. The Lord of causes is not
trapped by cause. Bhairava governs the laws that bind ordinary existence, yet he
remains free of those limits. This is why the name carries both metaphysical depth
and devotional comfort: the reality that guides the world is not helplessly caught
inside it.

For the seeker, Karana-Adhipataye encourages surrender without passivity.
One continues to act and discern, but with the understanding that every apparent
cause rests upon a deeper divine ground.

48. Karma-Karakaya
The Agent of All Action, Orchestrator of Karma.

The forty-eighth name, Karma-Karakaya, turns attention to one of the sternest
truths in spiritual life: nothing is separate from action, and no action is without
consequence. This name presents Kalabhairava as the power behind movement it-
self and as the Lord who keeps the moral order of karma from slipping into chaos.

Elaboration

The compound joins karma, action, deed, ritual act, and the consequence that
follows from it, with karaka, doer, agent, or instrument. In this form,
Kalabhairava is understood as the one through whom action becomes possible
and by whom its order is upheld.

The Power Behind All Action

As Karma-Karaka, Bhairava is not described as a limited individual actor per-
forming every deed one by one. Rather, he is the deeper principle that makes ac-
tion possible at all. Every movement of body, mind, and world unfolds within a
field of power sustained by him. The name therefore points beyond personal effort
to the divine ground that supports all activity.

Keeper of Karmic Order

The name also carries a judicial dimension. Action ripens. Deeds bear fruit.
Causes return as consequences. In that precise and unyielding process,
Kalabhairava appears as the guardian of karmic order. He is not partial, senti-
mental, or arbitrary. He upholds the law by which beings meet the results of what
they have done.

Responsibility for the Seeker

For a devotee, this name does not invite fear so much as sobriety. If Bhairava
stands behind the order of karma, then every action deserves care. One's conduct,
worship, speech, and intention all matter. At the same time, remembrance of
Karma-Karakaya can steady the heart: the universe is not morally abandoned.
Action unfolds within a sacred intelligence that sees clearly and governs justly.
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49. Kartri-Nayakaya
The Supreme Leader and Doer, Controller of All Actions.

The forty-ninth name, Kartri-Nayakaya, deepens the reflection begun in the
previous names on action, causation, and divine governance. Here Kalabhairava is
praised not only as the doer, but also as the master who leads all doing. The name
carries both dynamism and authority: movement belongs to him, and so does
direction.

Elaboration

This compound brings together kartri, doer, maker, or agent, and nayaka,
leader, guide, or lord. In devotional language, it presents Bhairava as the one from
whom action proceeds and by whom it is governed.

The Supreme Doer

To call Bhairava Kartri is to recognize that the power of doing does not arise
from the individual ego alone. Every act depends on a deeper source of energy, in-
telligence, and permission. In that sense, Bhairava is remembered as the supreme
doer: the divine agency beneath the countless actions of the world.

Leader of All Activity

The second half of the name gives the image sharper form. As Nayaka, he does
not merely energize action; he directs it. The cosmic order is not a blind collision
of forces. It is ruled, guided, and held within a higher sovereignty. Even when hu-
man beings experience confusion, conflict, or divided motives, this name insists
that no movement escapes the larger field of divine governance.

Surrender Without Passivity

For the seeker, Kartri-Nayakaya teaches a subtle balance. One must still act,
choose, and accept responsibility. Yet one should not imagine oneself as the final
master of events. Devotion to Bhairava here means offering action to him, asking
that the restless will be brought under right guidance. In that surrender, effort be-
comes steadier and pride begins to loosen.

50. Kanthadya-Akhila-Desa-Ahi-Bhusana-Adhyaya
Adorned with all the directions, from the throat upwards, as His ornaments.

The fiftieth name, Kanthadya-Akhila-Desa-Ahi-Bhusana-Adhyaya, opens
into a more visionary form of praise. Instead of describing Bhairava through a
simple attribute, it presents an image of vastness: from the throat upward, the
whole spread of direction and space appears as his ornament. The name is dense,
but its devotional force is clear. Kalabhairava is not decorated by something out-
side himself; the cosmos itself becomes his adornment.

Elaboration

The compound is traditionally unpacked through terms such as kanthat, from
the throat, adi, onward or above, akhila, all, desa, region or direction, bhu-
sana, ornament, and adhya, richly endowed or adorned. Taken together, the
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phrase portrays Bhairava as one whose upper form is beautified by the totality of
spatial extension.

Adorned by the Directions Themselves

Ordinary beings wear ornaments made of metal, stone, or cloth. Bhairava, by con-
trast, is described here in cosmic terms. The directions themselves become his
decoration. North, south, east, west, the intermediate points, above, and below are
not outside his lordship. They belong to his form and proclaim his all-pervading
presence.

From the Throat Upward

The mention of the throat upward is also meaningful. In yogic symbolism, the
throat is linked with Vishuddha, the center associated with purification, sound,
and space. From that level upward lie the regions of higher awareness, command,
and transcendence. The name can therefore suggest a boundless expansion of di-
vine consciousness, one that reaches through every direction without obstruction.

The Cosmos as Ornament

This imagery also guards against a smaller idea of divinity. Bhairava is not merely
a deity placed somewhere within the universe. He is praised here as the reality in
whom space itself finds arrangement and meaning. When the cosmos becomes or-
nament, the point is not luxury; it is immanence and sovereignty. The world is not
separate from him, yet he is not confined by the world.

For the devotee, the name invites contemplation of immensity. One does not
stand before a local power only, but before the Lord whose presence extends
through all directions and whose awareness is not bounded by place.

51. Kala-Atmakaya
The Embodiment of Time, the Soul of All Ages.

The fifty-first name, Kala-Atmakaya, brings the meditation back to one of
Bhairava's most fundamental dimensions: time. Many names in this series point
toward causation, action, death, and destiny, but this one goes still deeper. It does
not merely call Kalabhairava the ruler of time. It presents time itself as part of his
very being.

Elaboration

The name combines kala, time, with atmaka, consisting of, formed of, or essen-
tially identified with. In this form, Bhairava is praised as the one whose nature is
time itself, not simply its overseer.

The Embodiment of Time

As Kala-Atmaka, Kalabhairava is the living presence within sequence, duration,
and change. Moments pass, bodies age, worlds arise and dissolve, and epochs
turn; all of this belongs to the field of time. The name suggests that these move-
ments are not accidental abstractions. They unfold within the reality of Bhairava's
own being.
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The Soul of the Ages

The meaning also reaches beyond ordinary clock-time. Ages, yugas, cycles of man-
ifestation, and long arcs of cosmic change all find their inner principle here. Just
as the soul gives life and continuity to the body, Bhairava is praised as the inner
essence that gives coherence to the flow of time across all ages.

What the Name Teaches the Seeker

For a devotee, this name can change the way impermanence is understood. Time
is not merely an enemy that erodes everything one loves. Nor is it only a de-
stroyer. It is also a sacred movement rooted in the divine. To contemplate Kala-
Atmakaya is to remember that the same Lord who appears through time is also
deeper than time. This gives both seriousness and comfort: life is fleeting, but the
divine ground beneath that flow is not.

52. Karma-Khanda-Adhipaya
The Overlord of the Realms of Action and Destiny.

The fifty-second name, Karma-Khanda-Adhipaya, continues the cluster of
names that meditate on action and its consequences, but with a wider scope. Here
Kalabhairava is praised as lord of the very domains in which karma unfolds. The
name suggests not just a single deed or result, but the whole field where actions
mature, consequences are met, and destiny takes shape.

Elaboration

The compound can be read through karma, action and its fruit, khanda, divi-
sion, realm, or domain, and adhipa, lord, ruler, or overlord. In this form,
Bhairava is the sovereign over the many regions of karmic existence.

Lord of Karma's Domains

Human beings usually notice karma only when a consequence becomes painful or
unexpectedly sweet. This name asks the devotee to see more broadly. Karma un-
folds across visible and invisible domains: in outer events, in inner tendencies, in
ritual life, in moral habit, and in the long movement of destiny. Bhairava is
praised here as ruler of that entire field.

Dispenser of Karmic Justice

As Adhipa, he is not a passive witness. He governs. He presides over the precise
ripening of deeds. This gives the name a grave ethical tone. Actions are not lost,
buried, or forgotten. They are gathered into an order that cannot finally be de-
ceived. In remembering Karma-Khanda-Adhipaya, the devotee remembers
that divine justice may be patient, but it is not absent.

Grace Within the Law

Yet the name is not only stern. Because Bhairava is lord over karmic domains, he
is not merely bound to administer them mechanically. The same sovereignty that
enforces order also makes transformation possible. For that reason, devotees may
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call upon him not only for accountability, but also for guidance, purification, and
release from binding tendencies. The law remains real, but grace is not excluded
from it.

53. Kilbisa-Mocine
Remover of Sins and Liberator from Faults.

The fifty-third name, Kilbisa-Mocine, turns the mind toward one of Bhairava's
most compassionate functions: purification. In ordinary life, fault leaves weight
behind. Wrong action, confused intention, and accumulated karma do not disap-
pear simply because one wishes to forget them. This name praises Kalabhairava as
the power that can loosen that burden and free the devotee from what binds the
heart.

Elaboration

The name is formed from kilbisa, sin, fault, or moral stain, and mocine or mo-
cana, the liberator, releaser, or remover. In this form, Kalabhairava is praised as
the one who removes the bonds created by transgression.

Remover of Sin

The word kilbisa points not only to outer wrongdoing, but also to the inner
residue left by it: guilt, distortion, heaviness, and karmic obstruction. Bhairava's
fierceness is important here. In Shaiva understanding, the fierce form is not
merely destructive for its own sake. It destroys what has become spiritually harm-
ful. To remember Kilbisa-Mocine is to remember that impurity can be burned
away.

Liberation, Not Evasion

This name does not suggest that consequences are meaningless or that spiritual
life is a way to avoid accountability. Rather, it points to a deeper grace. Through
repentance, devotion, discipline, and surrender, the devotee is not left imprisoned
inside past fault forever. Bhairava's liberation is a cleansing that restores clarity
and makes sincere return possible.

What the Name Gives the Seeker

For the practitioner, Kilbisa-Mocine becomes a prayer for inward honesty. One
brings error, weakness, and karmic burden before the Lord instead of hiding from
them. The name teaches that Bhairava's compassion is not sentimental. It is puri-
fying, exact, and freeing. What is false is burned away so that the soul may stand
upright again on the path of dharma.

54. Kama-Kosthakaaya
Dweller in the Womb of Desire, Grantor of All Wishes.

The fifty-fourth name, Kama-Kosthakaaya, brings Bhairava into a subtle and
easily misunderstood territory: desire itself. Spiritual language often warns
against craving, yet this name does not speak of desire only as a problem. It points



Kalabhairava Ashtottarashata Namavali

50

instead to its source, its hidden chamber, and the divine power that governs
whether longing turns outward into bondage or upward into blessing.

Elaboration

The compound may be read through kama, desire, love, or wish; kosthaka, an
inner chamber, treasury, enclosure, or womb-like receptacle; and the ending -aya,
addressed to the one who abides there. In this form, Kalabhairava is praised as
the indwelling presence within the secret storehouse of desire.

The Inner Chamber of Desire

To call Bhairava the dweller in the womb or treasury of desire is to say that he
stands closer to longing than the mind usually realizes. Desire does not arise as an
isolated impulse. It emerges from deep impressions, hidden tendencies, and the
creative currents that move through life itself. This name suggests that Bhairava is
present at that origin-point, where desire first gathers force.

Granter of Worthy Wishes

Because he abides at the root of desire, he is also praised as the one who can grant
its fulfillment. But the deeper meaning is not mere indulgence. In devotional un-
derstanding, divine grace does not simply magnify every passing craving. It ripens
and redirects desire so that what is granted serves the seeker's real good. Material
needs may be met, yet the name also points toward higher wishes: wisdom,
steadiness, awakening, and release.

What the Name Teaches

For the seeker, Kama-Kosthakaaya invites self-examination. What do I truly
want? What in me seeks pleasure, what seeks security, and what seeks the divine?
Bhairava, dwelling within the hidden chamber of longing, is invoked here not only
as fulfiller but as purifier of desire. Under his gaze, restless wanting may become
prayer, and prayer may become a path toward freedom.

55. Kala-Kantha-Rava-Nandine
Rejoicing in the sweet melody of the nightingale.

The fifty-fifth name, Kala-Kantha-Rava-Nandine, briefly draws Kalabhairava
out of the language of judgment, time, and karmic severity and places him in rela-
tion to sound, beauty, and delight. That shift matters. Bhairava is not only the lord
of terrifying thresholds. He is also the one who receives and rejoices in the hidden
harmony running through creation.

Elaboration

The name may be understood through kala, dark or black; kantha, throat or
neck; rava, cry, call, or melody; and nandine or anandin, the one who rejoices.
The traditional explanation links the phrase to the sweet call of a dark-throated
bird, often imagined as the cuckoo or nightingale.
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Delighting in Sacred Sound

Here Bhairava is praised as one who delights in beautiful sound. That does not re-
duce the name to a decorative image. Sound has deep significance in tantric and
Shaiva thought. Vibration, mantra, resonance, and audible expression all belong
to the field through which reality is perceived and sanctified. The melodious bird-
call becomes a natural emblem of that subtle order.

Beauty Within the Fierce Divine

This name is striking because it softens the usual imagination of Bhairava without
contradicting it. The fierce deity is not cut off from beauty. Rather, he contains it.
The same lord who presides over death and dissolution is also capable of delight
in the gentle music of the world. That vision protects the devotee from a narrow
spirituality that sees the divine only in terror or only in sweetness. Bhairava holds
both.

The Inner Melody

The image can also be read inwardly. Many traditions speak of an inner sound, a
subtle current of nada that becomes perceptible in deep practice. In that light,
Kala-Kantha-Rava-Nandine may suggest the Lord's delight in the harmonious
vibration awakened within the seeker. The name then becomes an encouragement
to refine one's listening, outer and inner alike, until the world is no longer heard
as mere noise.

56. Karma-Sraddha-Vara-Pradaya
Bestower of the Boon of Faith in Action.

The fifty-sixth name, Karma-Sraddha-Vara-Pradaya, brings together two
things that spiritual life often struggles to hold in balance: action and trust. Many
people act without faith, driven by anxiety or habit. Others speak of faith while
shrinking from the discipline of action. This name praises Kalabhairava as the one
who grants the blessing by which right effort is sustained with sincerity, steadi-
ness, and conviction.

Elaboration

The compound joins karma, action or deed; sraddha, faith, trust, or reverent
conviction; vara, boon or blessing; and pradaya, giver or bestower. In this form,
Bhairava is the giver of the boon that fills action with living faith.

Faith That Steadies Action

The word sraddha is deeper than simple belief. It means a grounded confidence
that allows one to commit fully to what is true, worthy, and sacred. When joined
to karma, the name suggests action performed with integrity rather than hesita-
tion. Bhairava is praised here as the one who gives that firmness, so duty is not
carried out mechanically but with inward assent.
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Grace for Duty and Practice

This has both worldly and spiritual force. In daily life, a person needs faith to keep
acting rightly when outcomes are uncertain. On the path of sadhana, the need be-
comes even sharper. Practice can be slow, repetitive, and hidden from public vali-
dation. To invoke Karma-Sraddha-Vara-Pradaya is to ask for the strength to
continue one's dharma and one's discipline without collapse into doubt or
cynicism.

The Boon Behind Perseverance

This name also teaches that perseverance is not merely self-generated. Human re-
solve matters, but grace matters too. Bhairava is not only witness to effort; he
strengthens it from within. The devotee who remembers this name prays not
merely for success, but for the blessed state in which action itself becomes clear,
sincere, and rightly oriented toward liberation.

57. Gunabha-Kirna-Gandhara-Sancarane
Residing within the subtle essences of attributes and fragrances, pervading all.

The fifty-seventh name, Gunabha-Kirna-Gandhara-Sancarane, is one of the
more subtle names in the sequence. It does not point first to a visible weapon, a
dramatic deed, or a familiar mythic image. Instead, it invites meditation on
Bhairava's hidden nearness: his presence within qualities, within subtle essence,
and within the fine texture of the world that is felt before it is fully grasped.

Elaboration

The traditional explanation gathers several Sanskrit ideas into the compound:
guna, qualities or attributes; abha-kirna, diffused through, scattered within, or
pervading; gandhara, fragrance or subtle essence; and sancarane, moving, cir-
culating, or residing within. Taken together, the name praises Kalabhairava as the
one whose presence moves through the gunas and through the subtle atmosphere
of creation.

Within the Gunas

The word guna calls to mind the three qualities of prakriti: sattva, rajas, and
tamas. Everything in embodied life is shaped by their shifting balance. This name
suggests that Bhairava is present within that entire field. He animates, pervades,
and witnesses the play of qualities without being limited to them. For the seeker,
that means the changing moods of mind and world are not outside divine
awareness.

Like a Fragrance That Pervades

The reference to gandhara, fragrance or subtle essence, gives the image its deli-
cacy. Fragrance is invisible, yet it announces presence unmistakably. One cannot
hold it in the hand, yet it fills the space. In the same way, Bhairava is not confined
to gross form alone. His presence can move through the subtle body, through at-
mosphere, through intuition, and through the nearly imperceptible currents by
which life becomes charged with sacred meaning.
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Immanence Without Limitation

This is what makes the name philosophically rich. Bhairava is not described
merely as beyond the world, nor merely as trapped inside it. He pervades it and
exceeds it at once. The devotee contemplating Gunabha-Kirna-Gandhara-
Sancarane is invited to sense the Lord in every quality of existence while re-
membering that no single quality can contain him fully.

58. Gaumati-Smitaya
Possessing a gentle smile, radiating serene wisdom.

The fifty-eighth name, Gaumati-Smitaya, brings forward a tender aspect of
Kalabhairava that can be easy to overlook. Bhairava is often approached through
awe, protection, ferocity, and uncompromising truth. This name reminds the
devotee that beneath that terrible power there is also a quiet smile born of com-
plete understanding. It is the smile of one who sees through the turbulence of the
world without being disturbed by it.

Elaboration

This name can be read through three linked ideas: gau, mati, and smita.
Together they suggest "the one whose gentle smile is joined to wisdom," or "the
one whose smile carries the calm intelligence of the earth, speech, and insight."

Gau: Earth, Speech, and Wisdom

The word gau has more than one shade of meaning in Sanskrit. It can refer to the
cow, but also to the earth, to speech, and to luminous knowing. In this name the
broader symbolic sense matters. It points toward something nourishing,
grounded, and quietly sustaining. A smile shaped by gau is not decorative. It car-
ries steadiness, maturity, and a wisdom that does not need to announce itself
loudly.

Mati: Inner Understanding

Mati means mind, understanding, discernment, or awakened intelligence. It is
the faculty that recognizes truth clearly. When joined to Bhairava, it suggests not
mental activity in the ordinary sense, but a consciousness that knows the princi-
ples governing life, karma, and liberation. His smile arises from insight, not from
passing emotion.

Smita: The Soft Smile

The word smita refers to a gentle smile, subtle and inward rather than exuberant.
That distinction matters. This is not laughter meant to dazzle or entertain. It is the
expression of inner composure. In devotional contemplation, such a smile signals
compassion, reassurance, and a peace that remains intact even in the midst of de-
struction and change.

Seen together, Gaumati-Smitaya reveals a benevolent dimension of
Kalabhairava. The fierce guardian of time is not trapped in wrath. He also carries
an inward sweetness that calms the sincere seeker. For the devotee, this name
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teaches that the divine can be terrifying to illusion and deeply consoling to the
heart at the same time.

59. Kinkinimannjunirvana-Katisutaravirajitaya
Adorned with a waistband of tinkling bells, resonating with the sound of liberation.

The fifty-ninth name, Kinkinimannjunirvana-Katisutaravirajitaya, is elab-
orate even by the standards of sacred compounds. Yet its imagery is immediate.
We can picture Bhairava adorned with a girdle of small bells whose sound accom-
panies his movement. The name does not linger on ornament for its own sake. It
turns adornment into teaching: even the sound arising from his presence becomes
a reminder of freedom.

Elaboration

This compound can be unpacked through several elements: kinkini, small bells;
manju, sweet or melodious; nirvana, liberation; kati-sutra, the cord or girdle
worn around the waist; and virajita, adorned or made resplendent. Together, the
name praises Kalabhairava as the one beautified by a bell-girdle whose music
evokes the state of release.

The Waist-Girdle of Bells

The image of tiny bells at the waist is familiar in Indian sacred and artistic tradi-
tion. Such bells respond to movement. They do not produce sound in isolation,
but when the body moves in rhythm. In Bhairava's case, this detail suggests that
even his motion through the worlds carries an audible sign of divine presence. His
ornaments are not inert decoration; they participate in revelation.

The Sound of Nirvana

The most striking part of the name is the connection to nirvana. The bells are
not simply pleasant or auspicious. Their sound is linked to cessation of suffering,
release from bondage, and freedom from the cycle of birth and death. In a Shaiva
reading, that means Bhairava's presence does not merely protect the devotee
within samsara. It also points beyond samsara.

Cosmic Rhythm and Inner Hearing

The bells can also be read symbolically. Their fine, repeated sound suggests the
subtle vibration underlying manifested existence. Creation, preservation, dissolu-
tion, concealment, and grace all move in divine rhythm. The devotee who medi-
tates on this name is invited to hear sacred sound not as entertainment, but as in-
struction. What rings from Bhairava's body is a call toward awakening.

For that reason, Kinkinimannjunirvana-Katisutaravirajitaya is both visual
and inward. It presents Bhairava as radiant, adorned, and majestic, while also
teaching that every movement of the divine can guide beings toward liberation.
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60. Kalyana-Krt-Kali-Dhvamsine
The benefactor who destroys the ills of the Kali Yuga.

The sixtieth name, Kalyana-Krt-Kali-Dhvamsine, carries both tenderness and
force. It praises Kalabhairava not only as a destroyer, but as one whose destruc-
tion serves auspiciousness. In the dark atmosphere associated with Kali Yuga, this
matters deeply. Bhairava does not tear down for spectacle. He removes what cor-
rupts, obscures, and degrades so that dharma can stand again.

Elaboration

The compound joins two major ideas: kalyana-krt, the doer of good or the
maker of auspiciousness, and kali-dhvamsin, the destroyer of the disorders as-
sociated with Kali Yuga. Together they describe a form of divine severity that is in-
separable from compassion.

Kalyana-Krt: The Doer of Auspicious Good

The word kalyana points to welfare, blessedness, goodness, and what is ulti-
mately beneficial. Krt means one who does, makes, or brings about. This part of
the name reminds the devotee that Bhairava's action is never random. Even when
he appears fierce, he acts for restoration. What he cuts away is cut away so that a
higher order can emerge.

Kali-Dhvamsin: Destroyer of the Age's Corruption

Kali Yuga is traditionally described as an age marked by confusion, hypocrisy,
weakened discipline, and spiritual decline. To call Bhairava Kali-Dhvamsin is to
recognize him as the force that breaks through those conditions. He destroys not
time itself, but the distortions that dominate an age when truth becomes obscured
and adharma gains strength.

Destruction in Service of Dharma

That is the balance this name holds together. Bhairava is terrible to impurity be-
cause he is protective of what is sacred. He is severe toward corruption because he
is committed to order. For the seeker, this name becomes a prayer for purification
both outwardly and inwardly: may the forces of confusion, decay, and moral com-
promise be burned away so that clarity and steadiness can return.

In this sense, Kalyana-Krt-Kali-Dhvamsine is not merely apocalyptic lan-
guage. It is devotional assurance. Even in a difficult age, the divine remains active,
discerning, and able to clear a path toward righteousness.

61. Karma-Saksine
The witness to all actions, observing the deeds of all beings.

The sixty-first name, Karma-Saksine, presents Kalabhairava in a profoundly
watchful form. Here he is not first described through weapon, ornament, or
mythic episode, but through awareness itself. He is the witness of action. Every
deed, every intention, every movement within the moral fabric of life unfolds be-
fore that witnessing presence.
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Elaboration

The name is straightforward in structure: karma means action, deed, or the
chain of consequences bound up with action, while saksin means witness.
Together they describe Bhairava as the one before whom all karma is known.

Witness, Not Mere Spectator

To call Bhairava the witness is not to reduce him to a passive observer. In the
spiritual sense, the witness is the consciousness before which all activity becomes
evident. Nothing is hidden from that awareness. Thoughts, speech, visible con-
duct, and subtle intention all belong to the field of karma, and all of it stands
within divine knowledge.

Guardian of Karmic Order

This name also carries an ethical force. Bhairava as Karma-Saksin does not
judge in the limited human sense of mood or bias. Rather, his witnessing guaran-
tees that the law of karma is not chaotic. Actions bear fruit because cosmic order
is real. In that sense, Bhairava is linked to the unfailing precision by which conse-
quences ripen.

A Call to Accountability

For the devotee, this name can awaken sobriety and sincerity. If every action is
witnessed, then spiritual life cannot remain superficial. One cannot hide behind
appearance alone. At the same time, the name is not meant only to produce fear.
It also offers reassurance that righteous effort is never lost, unnoticed, or without
meaning. Bhairava witnesses truthfully, and because of that, dharmic effort
matters.

Meditating on Karma-Saksine draws the mind toward responsibility, honesty,
and inner clarity. It asks the seeker to live in a way worthy of being seen fully.

62. Krita-Jnapaya
Who is known and honored for his deeds.

The sixty-second name, Krita-Jnapaya, turns attention to Kalabhairava's divine
activity and to the way that activity is remembered. Some names praise form,
some function, and some inner qualities. This one emphasizes deed. Bhairava is
not revered only as an abstract principle. He is honored for what he does: how he
protects, purifies, disciplines, and restores order.

Elaboration

The exact derivation can be read in more than one way, but the devotional sense
is clear: the name points to Bhairava as one whose deeds are recognized, remem-
bered, and revered. His actions are not incidental. They reveal character, author-
ity, and purpose.
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Divine Action That Leaves a Mark

Human deeds are often partial, self-interested, or quickly forgotten. Divine action
is different. In the Shaiva imagination, Bhairava's acts are bound up with protec-
tion, purification, discipline, dissolution, and grace. Even when they appear fear-
some, they are not meaningless eruptions of force. They serve the maintenance of
cosmic balance and the awakening of beings.

Remembered Because They Matter

That is why this name stresses recognition. Bhairava is honored for his deeds be-
cause those deeds uphold dharma. They establish boundaries where disorder
spreads. They correct arrogance where it hardens. They protect the sincere seeker
and punish what obstructs truth. In this light, remembrance itself becomes devo-
tional: to remember what the Lord does is to understand more deeply who the
Lord is.

Reverence Rooted in Action

This name therefore invites a practical form of reverence. One does not honor
Bhairava only in theory or emotion. One honors the reality of his intervention in
the world and in the inner life. His deeds disclose justice, power, and benevolence
working together. The fierce act and the compassionate purpose are not opposed.

Meditating on Krita-Jnapaya teaches the devotee to look beyond surface fear
and see the purpose within divine action. Bhairava is remembered because his
deeds continue to shape the path of protection, purification, and liberation.

63. Karala-Damstraya
Possessing frightful fangs that strike terror into evil forces.

The sixty-third name, Karala-Damstraya, presents Kalabhairava in an unmis-
takably fierce form. The image is severe, but its purpose is not cruelty. In Shaiva
devotion, such terrifying features point to a protecting force: Bhairava frightens
what is hostile to dharma and tears through whatever blocks the seeker's path.

Elaboration

The name joins karala, meaning dreadful, gaping, or fiercely formidable, with
damstra, fang or tusk. Together they describe Bhairava as one whose fearsome
fangs embody divine force in its uncompromising aspect.

Fangs as Symbols of Destruction

These are not just physical ornaments in sacred imagery. Bhairava's fangs symbol-
ize the power to rip apart falsehood, arrogance, and hardened ignorance. What
the human mind clings to for security, Bhairava can tear away when it has become
an obstacle. The severity of the image reminds the devotee that grace is not always
gentle in appearance. Sometimes it comes as a force that cuts through illusion
without delay.
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Terror for Evil, Refuge for the Devotee

The fearfulness of this name is directed outward, toward adharma, malice, and
destructive forces. For those who move against truth, the divine appears terrible.
For those who seek shelter, the same fierceness becomes protection. This is why
Bhairava can be both frightening in iconography and deeply reassuring in devo-
tion. What terrifies evil becomes safety for the sincere heart.

Wrath in Service of Order

This name also belongs to Bhairava's raudra aspect, his wrathful form. But wrath
here is not impulsive anger. It is disciplined, purposeful, and aligned with cosmic
order. Bhairava's severity exists so that disorder does not prevail. In inner prac-
tice, that same power can be understood as the destruction of egoism, self-decep-
tion, and the negative tendencies that keep the mind bound.

Meditating on Karala-Damstraya teaches that the divine does not merely com-
fort; it also confronts. Bhairava's terrible fangs are a sign that what is false, harm-
ful, or spiritually deadening can be torn away so that clarity and courage may
remain.

64. Kandarpa-Darpa-Ghnaya
Shatterer of the pride of Kama, the god of desire.

The sixty-fourth name, Kandarpa-Darpa-Ghnaya, turns directly toward one of
the strongest forces in embodied life: desire. This is not a rejection of beauty as
such, nor a denial that attraction has power. Rather, the name praises
Kalabhairava as the one before whom even desire loses its arrogance. What over-
whelms ordinary beings cannot dominate him.

Elaboration

The compound combines Kandarpa, a name of Kama Deva, with darpa, pride
or arrogance, and ghna, destroyer. The devotional sense is straightforward:
Bhairava is the one who shatters the pride and commanding influence of desire.

The Breaking of Desire's Arrogance

Kama is powerful because desire moves thought, imagination, attachment, and ac-
tion. It persuades beings that fulfillment lies in grasping, enjoying, and repeating
fleeting experiences. The pride of Kama is this confidence that everything can be
bent toward longing. To call Bhairava Kandarpa-Darpa-Ghnaya is to affirm
that there is a power greater than attraction, pleasure, and sensual persuasion.

Mastery Rather Than Mere Suppression

This name does not point only to repression. In spiritual life, desire cannot be
conquered by denial alone. Bhairava represents mastery, the state in which crav-
ing no longer governs the mind. He remains beyond the compulsions of attraction
and aversion. For the devotee, this becomes an important teaching: freedom lies
not in obeying every impulse, but in seeing through its claims and resting in
something deeper.
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A Help for the Seeker's Discipline

When this name is invoked, it becomes a prayer for dispassion, steadiness, and in-
ner sovereignty. The seeker asks for help in breaking attachment to the mind's
endless chasing. Lust, vanity, and emotional restlessness lose force when the heart
turns toward Bhairava's fiercer grace. In that way, the destruction of desire's pride
becomes a movement toward liberation rather than deprivation.

Meditating on Kandarpa-Darpa-Ghnaya reminds the devotee that spiritual
strength is greater than sensual intoxication. Bhairava does not merely resist de-
sire; he exposes its limits and frees the seeker from its rule.

65. Kama-Bhedanaya
The piercer of desire and remover of lust.

The sixty-fifth name, Kama-Bhedanaya, continues the Kalabhairava Namavali's
stern teaching on desire, but with a slightly different emphasis. Where the previ-
ous name speaks of shattering the pride of Kama, this one suggests piercing desire
at its core. Bhairava is invoked here as the force that penetrates illusion and weak-
ens craving at its root.

Elaboration

The name is formed from kama, desire or lust, and bhedana, piercing, splitting,
or breaking through. Its spiritual sense is that Bhairava does not merely restrain
desire from the outside. He enters the knot of craving itself and breaks its hold.

Piercing the Knot of Desire

Desire is powerful because it does not remain on the surface. It enters memory,
fantasy, identity, and habit. By the time a person notices it clearly, it may already
be directing thought and action. To call Bhairava Kama-Bhedanaya is to recog-
nize a force sharp enough to pierce that inner knot. His action is not cosmetic. It
cuts to the center of attachment.

Freedom from Lust and Compulsion

In many traditions, kama can refer broadly to desire, but it often includes lust
and sensual compulsion in particular. This is why the name carries ascetic force.
Bhairava burns through the impulses that cloud judgment and pull consciousness
downward. For the practitioner, that does not mean contempt for embodied life.
It means refusing to be ruled by appetite.

Austerity, Clarity, and Spiritual Resolve

Bhairava's fierceness here supports tapas, detachment, and inward steadiness.
The devotee asks not only to resist temptation, but to see it clearly and lose fasci-
nation with it. When desire is pierced, the mind is less scattered. Attention be-
comes available for japa, meditation, discrimination, and devotion. What felt ur-
gent is recognized as transient.
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Meditating on Kama-Bhedanaya encourages a serious inner honesty. It asks the
seeker to let Bhairava expose where craving still dominates and to accept the
grace that cuts those bonds for the sake of freedom.

66. Kala-Guru-Vilioptangaya
Whose limbs are adorned in a dark and majestic manner, revealing his fierce splendor.

The sixty-sixth name, Kala-Guru-Vilioptangaya, is one of the more interpre-
tive names in this portion of the Namavali. Its exact Sanskrit unpacking is not en-
tirely simple, yet the devotional image is vivid. Kalabhairava appears with limbs
darkly adorned, carrying an atmosphere of weight, mystery, and fierce beauty. The
point of the name is not ornament for ornament's sake. It is an iconographic
statement about power.

Elaboration

The compound has been read through elements such as kala (dark, time, or
death), guru (weighty, grave, venerable, or great), and a form suggesting adorn-
ment or covering of the limbs. Even where the philology is debated, the received
devotional sense remains consistent: Bhairava's body is imagined as marked by a
dark and formidable decoration that intensifies his presence.

Dark Adornment as Sacred Symbol

In the worship of fierce deities, dark colors are rarely accidental. Black or deep
hues can suggest the unmanifest source from which creation emerges and into
which it returns. They may also signify time, dissolution, and the unknown. When
Bhairava is envisioned as adorned in this way, the imagery points beyond aes-
thetic detail. It places him in relation to the depths of existence that ordinary con-
sciousness fears but cannot escape.

Majesty That Does Not Depend on Softness

Many sacred forms radiate beauty through brightness, symmetry, and gentleness.
Bhairava's beauty is often different. It is grave, awe-inspiring, and edged with ter-
ror. A dark garland, dark adornment, or darkened limbs do not reduce his splen-
dor. They reveal a majesty that includes death, time, and transcendence rather
than hiding them. This is why fierce Shaiva iconography can feel both unsettling
and profoundly compelling.

Protection Through the Fierce Form

The name also has a practical devotional meaning. Bhairava's fearsome appear-
ance is not for display alone. It signals his readiness to confront impurity, ego,
and hostile forces. What appears terrifying from the outside becomes strength and
refuge for the devotee. His dark adornment marks him as one who has already
gone beyond the world's usual standards of attractiveness, comfort, and fear.
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The Mystery of the Lord Beyond Convention

This title invites the seeker to accept that divine presence is not always presented
in familiar or reassuring forms. Bhairava may appear clothed in the very symbols
that ordinary life rejects: darkness, austerity, skulls, cremation-ground imagery,
and forms of dreadful grandeur. Yet these are not signs of spiritual deficiency.
They express sovereignty over what others avoid.

Meditating on Kala-Guru-Vilioptangaya helps the devotee appreciate
Bhairava's fierce magnificence without trying to soften it into something merely
pleasant. His mystery is part of his grace, and his terrifying splendor is itself
protective.

67. Kadaraartha'Bhayapradaya
The granter of fearlessness in terrible and difficult circumstances.

The sixty-seventh name, Kadaraartha'Bhayapradaya, offers a deeply consol-
ing aspect of Kalabhairava. Much of Bhairava's iconography is fierce, and rightly
so, yet names like this remind the devotee why that fierceness matters. He is not
terrifying to the one who comes for refuge. He is the giver of fearlessness when
life becomes dangerous, uncertain, or overwhelming.

Elaboration

The name is understood through elements such as kadara, difficult, dangerous,
or terrible, together with abhaya-prada, giver of fearlessness. The devotional
meaning is that Bhairava grants steadiness and protection precisely in conditions
that provoke dread.

Fearlessness as Divine Gift

In Hindu thought, abhaya is more than a passing feeling of confidence. It is a
state in which fear loosens its grip because one stands under divine protection.
Bhairava grants this not by pretending danger does not exist, but by making the
devotee inwardly firm before it. Fear may still arise in the body or mind, but it no
longer becomes the master.

Protection in Hardship and Peril

The first part of the name points toward grave situations: danger, calamity, harsh
conditions, and moments of real difficulty. This makes the title especially striking.
Bhairava is not invoked only for serene contemplation. He is remembered when
the path becomes rough, when enemies rise, when anxiety deepens, or when un-
certainty seems larger than one's own strength. His protection belongs to the diffi-
cult hour.

Material and Spiritual Courage

This name can be heard on two levels. Outwardly, Bhairava is asked to guard
devotees from harmful forces, hostile influences, and destructive circumstances.
Inwardly, he is asked to remove more basic fears: fear of loss, fear of suffering,
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fear of death, and fear of the unknown. The same Lord who stands in cremation-
ground imagery becomes the one who teaches that even mortality need not en-
slave consciousness.

The Fierce Form as Assurance

Bhairava's terrible aspect makes sense in this light. He appears fierce because he
confronts what threatens the devotee. His wrath is directed toward the sources of
harm, not toward the sincere seeker. That is why a name such as
Kadaraartha'Bhayapradaya feels so reassuring. The Lord whose form terrifies
evil is the very one who places courage in the heart of the one who remembers
him.

Meditating on Kadaraartha'Bhayapradaya helps the seeker turn toward
Bhairava not only in reverence, but in trust. When the road becomes perilous, this
name teaches that divine protection does not merely remove fear; it makes the
heart capable of standing through it.

68. Kalantika-Bhara-Daya
He who bears the end of time and the mystery of cosmic dissolution.

The sixty-eighth name, Kalantika-Bhara-Daya, turns the mind toward one of
the most immense aspects of Kalabhairava. This is the Lord not merely as
guardian within time, but as the power before whom time itself reaches its limit.
The name is fierce in image, yet its meaning is not bleak. In Shaiva understand-
ing, dissolution is not meaningless ruin. It is the great withdrawal through which
creation returns to its source and prepares for renewal.

Elaboration

This name is commonly explained through elements such as kala (time, death),
antika (end, limit, or final nearness), bhara (weight, burden, support, or bear-
ing), and daya, giving the devotional sense of the one who bears or brings the end
of time.

He Who Bears the End of Time

Here kalantika points toward the final exhaustion of cosmic time, the great dis-
solution often called Mahapralaya. Kalabhairava is not presented only as a deity
who governs time from within the universe. He is the force before which even
time comes to completion. To say that he bears the end of time is to recognize that
the collapse of all cycles rests within his sovereignty.

Dissolution Is Not Mere Destruction

Such language can sound severe if heard only outwardly. Yet in the Shaiva vision,
dissolution is not chaos for its own sake. It is the necessary withdrawal of names,
forms, worlds, and movements back into the unmanifest source. What appears as
ending is also purification. The slate is wiped clean, not in cruelty, but so that a
fresh creation may arise from undivided stillness.



Kalabhairava Ashtottarashata Namavali

63

The Seed of Re-Creation

That is why this name quietly carries the principle of renewal within it. When all
returns to stillness, the possibility of future creation is not lost; it is held in seed
form. Kalabhairava presides over that threshold. For the devotee, this vast cosmic
meaning also becomes inwardly practical. Old karmas, exhausted identities, and
patterns that have run their course may be offered into him so that spiritual re-
newal can begin.

Meditating on Kalantika-Bhara-Daya helps the seeker remember that Bhairava
is Lord not only of time's movement, but of its completion. What he dissolves, he
dissolves so that consciousness may return to its source and emerge purified.

69. Kali-Bhakta-Loka-Avara-Pradaya
Bestower of blessings upon the devotees of Kali.

The sixty-ninth name, Kali-Bhakta-Loka-Avara-Pradaya, reveals a warm and
protective aspect of Kalabhairava. Fierce though he is, he is never separate from
devotion. This title honors him as the giver of blessings to the devotees of Goddess
Kali, and through that relationship it points toward the deep kinship between
Bhairava and the Divine Mother.

Elaboration

This name is generally unpacked through Kali (the Goddess), bhakta (devotee),
loka (people, world, or community), vara (boon or blessing), and prada (giver).
Taken together, it presents Kalabhairava as the one who grants blessings to the
community of Kali's devotees.

Bestower of Grace

Bhairava is often remembered through fierce iconography, yet names like this
keep the balance clear. His fierceness protects; it does not exclude compassion. As
the giver of boons, he grants help, support, and spiritual benefit to those who ap-
proach him sincerely. The same Lord who terrifies hostile forces becomes a source
of grace for the devoted heart.

Blessings for the Devotees of Kali

The middle of the name makes the context specific. These blessings are directed
toward the devotees of Kali, those who worship the Mother in her intense and
transformative form. This is significant because Bhairava and Kali are not sepa-
rate powers moving in competition. In many streams of worship, Kali is revered as
Shakti, while Bhairava stands as a fierce manifestation of Shiva. Their devotees
meet within a shared sacred current.

A Meeting of Shaiva and Shakta Devotion

For that reason, this name beautifully suggests the unity of Shaiva and Shakta
practice. To revere Kali is not to move away from Bhairava, and to remember
Bhairava is not to stand apart from Kali. The name affirms that the worship of the



Kalabhairava Ashtottarashata Namavali

64

Divine Mother and the fierce Lord can converge in one path of protection, trans-
formation, and spiritual ripening.

Protection on an Intense Path

Kali worship often asks for honesty, courage, and the willingness to face what is
dark, painful, or deeply hidden. In that setting, Kalabhairava appears as guardian
and ally. He removes obstacles, steadies the practitioner, and extends grace to
those who remain sincere in their devotion to the Mother. The boon he grants is
not only worldly help, but strength for a demanding spiritual path.

Meditating on Kali-Bhakta-Loka-Avara-Pradaya reminds the seeker that
Bhairava's blessings are not limited to a narrow circle. He stands with those who
love Kali, guarding their path and supporting both their inner transformation and
their outer welfare.

70. Kaminii-Kancanaa-Bhakta-Mocakaya
The liberator of devotees from attachment to lust and gold.

The seventieth name, Kaminii-Kancanaa-Bhakta-Mocakaya, praises
Kalabhairava as the one who frees the devotee from two of the oldest bondages
named in spiritual life: craving and possessiveness. In traditional devotional lan-
guage, "women and gold" points to sensual desire and greed for wealth. The force
of the name is not contempt for the world, nor contempt for women. It is a warn-
ing that when desire hardens into bondage, the mind loses its freedom. Bhairava
is invoked here as the Lord who cuts that bondage at its root.

Elaboration

The name may be understood through four parts: kaminii, sensual attraction or
lust; kancanaa, gold or worldly wealth; bhakta, the devotee; and mocakaya,
the one who releases or liberates.

Freedom from Sensual Bondage

The first half of the name points toward the pull of pleasure, fascination, and
emotional entanglement. In many devotional traditions, such longing is not con-
demned simply because it exists. It becomes a problem when it rules the mind
and draws the seeker away from truth, steadiness, and remembrance of the
Divine. Bhairava's grace is asked for at exactly that point. He loosens obsession so
that desire no longer governs one's inner life.

Freedom from Greed and Possessiveness

The second image is gold. Wealth itself is not treated as evil here; attachment to
wealth is the real concern. Gold symbolizes security, status, accumulation, and the
restless fear of losing what one has gathered. This name honors Bhairava as the
one who helps the devotee step out of that anxiety. When greed softens, the heart
becomes lighter, generosity becomes possible, and spiritual practice becomes
more sincere.
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Why the Devotee Is Named

The inclusion of bhakta matters. This is not an abstract philosophical formula. It
is a devotional relationship. The Lord is praised as the liberator of the devotee
because freedom is received in surrender, prayer, discipline, and repeated turning
toward him. The name suggests that detachment is not accomplished by willpower
alone. It ripens through grace.

Toward Inner Release

Seen together, lust and greed stand for the larger machinery of worldly bondage.
One binds through pleasure, the other through possession. Bhairava is remem-
bered here as the fierce compassion that releases the seeker from both. His libera-
tion does not require the devotee to hate the world. Rather, it teaches how to live
in the world without being owned by its hungers.

Meditating on Kaminii-Kancanaa-Bhakta-Mocakaya therefore becomes a
prayer for inward clarity. It asks Bhairava to free the heart from compulsions that
promise satisfaction yet keep it restless, so that the mind may turn again toward
truth, discipline, and liberation.

71. Kamala-Iksanaya
Whose eyes are as beautiful as a lotus blossom.

The seventy-first name, Kamala-Iksanaya, softens the usual image of
Kalabhairava without diminishing his power. We often remember Bhairava in his
fierce and terrible forms, crowned with fire, time, and death. Yet this name asks
the devotee to look again. The same Lord who destroys fearsome forces is also the
one whose gaze is lotus-like: serene, pure, and filled with grace. The contrast is
not a contradiction. It reveals the fullness of his nature.

Elaboration

The name joins kamala, the lotus, with iksana, sight or gaze. Kalabhairava is
therefore praised as the Lord whose eyes carry the beauty and meaning of the lo-
tus itself.

The Lotus as a Sacred Image

In Hindu symbolism, the lotus stands for purity, beauty, and spiritual awakening.
It rises from mud yet remains untouched by it. Because of that, the lotus often be-
comes an image for consciousness that lives in the world without being stained by
it. When Bhairava's eyes are described as lotus-like, the name points to more than
physical beauty. It suggests a vision untouched by confusion, ego, or impurity.

The Gaze Behind the Fierce Form

This name is especially striking because it belongs to Kalabhairava. His outer form
can appear terrifying, but the lotus eye tells the devotee that his fierceness is not
cruelty. Beneath the fearsome iconography is a gaze of compassion and perfect
awareness. He sees what binds the soul, what troubles the mind, and what must
be cut away for liberation to become possible.
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A Vision That Grants Grace

The word iksana can also suggest more than simple sight. It carries the sense of a
seeing that blesses, penetrates, and transforms. Bhairava's lotus-like gaze is there-
fore not passive. It is a gaze that recognizes the devotee completely and still be-
stows protection. To be seen by such a Lord is not to be judged from afar, but to
be drawn into a clearer and more truthful relation with the Divine.

Beauty Joined to Power

Names like this keep devotion from becoming one-sided. If we remember only
Bhairava's wrath, we miss his tenderness. If we remember only his beauty, we
miss the force with which he destroys ignorance. Kamala-Iksanaya holds both
together. The lotus eyes do not weaken his majesty; they reveal that his power is
guided by wisdom, compassion, and inner stillness.

Meditating on Kamala-Iksanaya teaches the seeker to approach Bhairava with
trust as well as awe. His gaze is beautiful not merely because it is gentle, but be-
cause it sees with purity and gives refuge without illusion.

72. Kadambari-Rasa-Svaada-Lolupaya
The one who delights in the rasa of kadambari, a symbol of divine intoxication and bliss.

The seventy-second name, Kadambari-Rasa-Svaada-Lolupaya, turns atten-
tion toward one of the more ecstatic images in the namavali. Here Bhairava is not
described through punishment, battle, or austerity, but through delight in a subtle
essence. The name suggests a state of consciousness so full of bliss that ordinary
pleasure becomes insignificant beside it.

Elaboration

The expression is usually read through kadambari, rasa, svada, and lolupa.
Depending on interpretation, kadambari may point to the kadamba flower or to
a celestial, intoxicating drink. Rasa is essence, flavor, or inner relish; svada is
tasting; and lolupa suggests eager delight. Taken together, the name presents
Bhairava as one who relishes a divine essence rather than worldly enjoyment.

Divine Intoxication and Spiritual Bliss

This is why the name is often linked with spiritual intoxication. The sweetness
here is not the confusion of the senses, but the overflowing joy of divine aware-
ness. Bhairava delights in the highest rasa, the bliss that belongs to awakened
consciousness itself. In that light, the image of tasting becomes a way of speaking
about immediate experience rather than abstract doctrine.

Beyond Ordinary Pleasure

The name also draws a contrast between fleeting enjoyment and what truly satis-
fies the heart. If kadambari is heard as celestial liquor, the point is still not in-
dulgence for its own sake. The symbolism gestures toward a joy that cannot be re-
duced to material pleasure. Bhairava is complete in himself, and his delight arises
from the inexhaustible fullness of the divine state.
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A Sign of Inner Fulfillment

Because of that, Kadambari-Rasa-Svaada-Lolupaya can also be read as a
mark of total inward fulfillment. Bhairava does not seek completion from outside
objects. He is the source of bliss, the one in whom delight is self-existent. The
name therefore hints at purna, spiritual completeness, where nothing is lacking
and nothing external is required to secure joy.

What the Name Offers the Devotee

For the devotee, this title is an invitation to refine desire rather than merely sup-
press it. Instead of chasing one passing taste after another, the seeker is reminded
that the deepest longing of the heart is for divine ananda. Meditating on
Kadambari-Rasa-Svaada-Lolupaya encourages the mind to turn from rest-
less craving toward the sweetness of devotion, contemplation, and inner
absorption.

73. Kanksita-Artha-Daya
Bestower of desired blessings and fulfillment.

The seventy-third name, Kanksita-Artha-Daya, reveals a tender and reassuring
side of Bhairava. Many names in the namavali emphasize fierceness, guardian-
ship, or the destruction of impurity. This one reminds the devotee that the same
Lord who cuts through fear and delusion also responds to sincere longing.
Bhairava is not distant from human need. He is the giver of what is truly sought.

Elaboration

The name is usually understood through three parts: kanksita, artha, and daya.
Kanksita means what is desired, hoped for, or longed for. Artha can refer to an
aim, benefit, meaning, or material well-being. Daya here carries the sense of giv-
ing or bestowing. Together, the name points to Bhairava as the one who grants the
sought-for good.

More Than Material Gain

At first glance, the name may sound as though it refers only to worldly success.
But artha is wider than possession or wealth. It can also mean purpose, value,
and what gives direction to life. In that sense, Bhairava is not praised as a giver of
random favors. He is honored as the Lord who grants what is genuinely needed,
whether that appears as protection, stability, clarity, opportunity, or inner
strength.

The Devotee's Longing Matters

This name also speaks to the devotional relationship itself. Bhairava is fierce, but
never indifferent. When prayer arises from sincerity rather than greed, it is re-
ceived. The tradition often holds that divine grace does not merely satisfy desire at
the surface level; it also purifies desire so that the seeker begins to ask for what is
worthy, sustaining, and liberating. In that way, fulfillment becomes both outer
support and inner maturation.
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Grace Working Through Transformation

Kanksita-Artha-Daya should therefore be read alongside Bhairava's more formi-
dable names. He grants blessings not by bypassing truth, but by clearing the ob-
stacles that keep the devotee bound. What he gives may come through discipline,
loss of illusion, removal of fear, or the strength to endure a necessary change. His
generosity is inseparable from wisdom.

What the Name Offers the Devotee

For the seeker, meditating on Kanksita-Artha-Daya becomes a way of examin-
ing desire in the light of devotion. What do I really seek? What would actually
nourish the path? This name encourages trust that Bhairava knows the difference
between passing craving and heartfelt need. To remember him in this form is to
place one's hopes before a Lord who protects, provides, and guides the soul to-
ward deeper fulfillment.

74. Kabandhana-Avaya
The one who removes bondage, obstruction, and spiritual entanglement.

The seventy-fourth name, Kabandhana-Avaya, brings forward Bhairava's
power to cut through what keeps a seeker bound. Some names in the namavali de-
scribe majesty, protection, or fierce radiance. This one feels especially practical. It
points to the knots that gather in a person's inner life—confusion, attachment,
heaviness, and the habits that block clear movement on the path—and honors
Bhairava as the force that breaks them.

Elaboration

The name is often read in connection with kabandha, a word that can suggest a
headless trunk or a distorted form without right direction. In spiritual interpreta-
tion, that image becomes a powerful metaphor. It points to the condition in which
life continues, but without clarity, discrimination, or higher orientation. In that
sense, Kabandhana-Avaya praises Bhairava as the one who removes those ob-
structing conditions.

The Headless Form as a Spiritual Symbol

A headless body suggests motion without insight. That is why the image can stand
for spiritual blindness, karmic residue, and the dull weight of old tendencies.
These are the inner obstructions that keep a person circling in fear, confusion, or
inertia. Bhairava, invoked through this name, is the one who does not merely
comfort the devotee in that state. He cuts through it.

Freedom from Attachment and Bondage

The name also carries the sense of release from bandhana, bondage. Such
bondage may arise from ego, desire, ignorance (avidyā), or the binding force of
karma. When these knots tighten, the seeker loses freedom even while appearing
outwardly capable. To remember Bhairava as Kabandhana-Avaya is to remem-
ber that grace can work as severance: the ending of what imprisons the soul.



Kalabhairava Ashtottarashata Namavali

69

The Fierce Grace That Clears the Path

This is why the name belongs naturally to Bhairava's fierce and protective dimen-
sion. His ferocity is not cruelty. It is the uncompromising force that confronts the
inner darkness people often cannot overcome on their own. He destroys what im-
prisons consciousness so that clarity, strength, and forward movement can return.
In that way, protection becomes inward as much as outward.

What the Name Offers the Devotee

For the devotee, meditating on Kabandhana-Avaya becomes a reminder that
spiritual life is not only about consolation. It is also about release from what de-
forms awareness. This name invites prayer for the removal of ignorance, the loos-
ening of binding tendencies, and the courage to let Bhairava clear the path toward
deeper freedom.

75. Kamakhya-Kancya-Adi-Ksetrapalakaya
Guardian of the Sacred Places like Kamakhya and Kanchi.

The seventy-fifth name, Kamakhya-Kancya-Adi-Ksetrapalakaya, honors
Bhairava as the watchful guardian of great Shakta pilgrimage centers. Rather than
presenting him only as a fierce cosmic form, this name places him at the threshold
of living sacred geography. He protects the places where devotees approach the
Divine Mother, receive grace, and preserve the sanctity of worship.

Elaboration

This name presents Kala Bhairava as the ksetrapalaka, the guardian of holy
ground, while specifically linking him with Kamakhya and Kanchi, two revered
centers of Shakti worship. Its force lies in that specificity. Bhairava is not de-
scribed here as a distant protector alone; he stands guard at the very seats where
divine power is invoked, preserved, and approached with devotion.

Bhairava as Ksetrapalaka

In temple tradition, Bhairava is often revered as the guardian of the ksetra, the
consecrated field or sacred region. That role goes beyond physical protection. He
preserves ritual order, wards off hostile influences, and defends the spiritual in-
tegrity of the shrine. This is why devotees often bow to Bhairava before entering a
major temple: he is the keeper of the threshold as well as the protector of the en-
ergy established there.

Why Kamakhya and Kanchi Matter

The mention of Kamakhya and Kanchi makes the name especially rich.
Kamakhya in Assam is revered as one of the oldest and most powerful Shakti
Pithas, especially honored in Tantric worship as a seat of the Goddess's creative
power. Kanchi, or Kanchipuram, in Tamil Nadu is another major sacred center,
closely associated with the Kamakshi Amman Temple and counted among
Hinduism's holy cities. By naming these places directly, the namavali points to
Bhairava as protector of some of the most charged centers of Devi worship.
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The Union of Shiva and Shakti in Sacred Space

This name also reveals something about the relationship between Bhairava and
Shakti. Bhairava guards the seats of the Goddess, showing that fierce awareness
and divine power are not separate. The Mother's presence radiates through the
ksetra, and Bhairava keeps that presence safeguarded, awake, and undisturbed.
For the devotee, this suggests that spiritual power is not only received through de-
votion; it is also protected through vigilance, discipline, and reverence.

What the Name Offers the Devotee

To meditate on Kamakhya-Kancya-Adi-Ksetrapalakaya is to remember that
sacred places are not merely historical landmarks. They are living fields of power,
and Bhairava stands as their guardian. The name invites the seeker to approach
pilgrimage, worship, and inner practice with greater respect, knowing that the
Lord who protects the shrine also protects the sincerity of the one who comes to
pray.

76. Kaivalya-Prada-Mandaraya
Bestower of Absolute Freedom and Bliss, The One Who Grants Salvation.

The seventy-sixth name, Kaivalya-Prada-Mandaraya, praises Kalabhairava as
the giver of the highest liberation. Some names speak of protection, fierce power,
or sacred guardianship. This one turns directly toward the seeker's final destina-
tion: freedom from bondage, freedom from repeated becoming, and entry into the
still joy that is not dependent on the world.

Elaboration

This name is traditionally understood through the idea of kaivalya-prada: the
Lord who bestows kaivalya, or ultimate liberation. In that sense, it honors
Bhairava not only as a protector along the path, but as the one who can bring the
path to its completion.

What Kaivalya Means

In the language of Yoga and Vedanta, kaivalya points to the highest freedom. It
is release from samsara, from compulsive attachment, and from the ignorance
that makes the soul mistake the passing world for its true identity. It is not mere
isolation in an ordinary sense. It is the state in which consciousness stands in its
own truth, no longer bound by fear, confusion, or duality.

Why Liberation Is Also Bliss

This is why the tradition naturally links liberation with ananda, or spiritual bliss.
The bliss here is not emotional excitement or temporary pleasure. It is the quiet
fullness that arises when the burden of delusion falls away. To call Bhairava the
giver of liberation is therefore also to honor him as the source of the peace and in-
ward joy that accompany realization.
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Bhairava as the Grantor of Salvation

The name also reveals the compassionate depth hidden within Bhairava's fierce
form. His terrible aspect is not separate from grace. He cuts through the knots
that keep beings trapped in karma, fear, and false identification. In that sense, sal-
vation is not something abstract. It is the fruit of a divine force strong enough to
sever what the seeker cannot always sever alone.

What the Name Offers the Devotee

To meditate on Kaivalya-Prada-Mandaraya is to remember that spiritual life
is not fulfilled by worldly success, occult power, or intellectual understanding
alone. Its highest aim is liberation. This name invites the devotee to pray not only
for protection in life, but for the grace that leads beyond bondage altogether.

77. Koti-Surya-Sama-Prabhaya
Radiant like Ten Million Suns, Illumining All Existence.

The seventy-seventh name, Koti-Surya-Sama-Prabhaya, presents
Kalabhairava in a form of overwhelming brilliance. If earlier names emphasize
guardianship or liberation, this one emphasizes radiance: a light so immense that
ordinary comparison fails. To say he shines like ten million suns is not merely po-
etic excess. It is a way of pointing toward a divine luminosity that reveals, sus-
tains, and overwhelms all lesser lights.

Elaboration

The name combines familiar devotional images: koti for an immense number,
surya for the sun, sama for likeness, and prabha for radiance or effulgence.
Together they honor Bhairava as one whose splendor is beyond measure.

More Than Physical Brightness

The image of many suns does not point only to visible light. In spiritual language,
light often signifies consciousness, knowledge, and revelation. Bhairava's radiance
therefore speaks of the power that makes truth visible. He is not only bright in ap-
pearance; he is the one by whose light confusion is dispelled and reality is seen
more clearly.

The Light That Dispels Ignorance

Just as sunrise ends the uncertainty of darkness, this name praises Kalabhairava
as the destroyer of avidya, ignorance. His brilliance is the light of awakened
awareness. It exposes illusion, burns away obscurity, and gives the seeker courage
to face what is real. In that sense, the name belongs as much to inner illumination
as to cosmic majesty.

Radiance Joined to Power

The sun is also a symbol of energy, vitality, and unstoppable force. By comparing
Bhairava to countless suns, the name suggests inexhaustible divine power. The
same radiance that nourishes life can also purify and consume. Bhairava's light is
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therefore not soft sentiment alone. It is a fierce brilliance that supports creation
while also dissolving what cannot endure before truth.

What the Name Offers the Devotee

To contemplate Koti-Surya-Sama-Prabhaya is to remember that the Divine is
not hidden in weakness or dimness. Bhairava appears here as a presence so lumi-
nous that fear itself loses ground. For the devotee, the name becomes an invita-
tion to stand before that light, ask for inner clarity, and trust that what is illu-
mined can also be transformed.

78. Kriya-Iccha-Jnana-Sakti-Pradiipaka-Anala-Locanaya
Whose fiery eyes illuminate the powers of action, will, and knowledge.

The seventy-eighth name, Kriya-Iccha-Jnana-Sakti-Pradiipaka-Anala-
Locanaya, is one of the most intricate in the namavali. Its imagery is vivid:
Bhairava's eyes blaze like fire, and that blazing vision illumines the three divine
powers of action, will, and knowledge. The name does not describe a passive
splendor. It presents consciousness itself as awake, fierce, and world-shaping.

Elaboration

In Shaiva understanding, iccha-shakti, jnana-shakti, and kriya-shakti are
three foundational powers of the Divine. Will initiates, knowledge discerns, and
action manifests. This name praises Kalabhairava as the one whose fiery gaze re-
veals and animates all three.

The Fire in Bhairava's Eyes

The image of fiery eyes suggests more than wrath. Fire illuminates, purifies, and
transforms. When the name says Bhairava's eyes are lamps of these powers, it im-
plies that divine vision is itself active. His gaze does not simply observe the uni-
verse from a distance. It awakens, directs, and energizes the forces through which
the cosmos unfolds.

Iccha-Shakti: The Power of Divine Will

Iccha-shakti is the power of intention, the primordial urge toward manifesta-
tion. It is the movement by which the unmanifest turns toward expression. To say
Bhairava illumines this power is to say that divine will is not blind impulse. It is
conscious, ordered, and rooted in awareness. For the devotee, this points toward
the need to align personal desire with a higher will rather than remain driven by
restless craving.

Jnana-Shakti: The Power of Knowledge

Jnana-shakti is the power of knowing, the clarity by which things are under-
stood as they are. Under Bhairava's fiery gaze, knowledge is not dry accumulation.
It is penetrating insight. It cuts through appearance, exposes illusion, and reveals
the deeper pattern within life. This is why the name carries both philosophical and
devotional force: Bhairava is honored as the light behind true discernment.
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Kriya-Shakti: The Power of Action

Kriya-shakti is the power by which intention and knowledge take form in cre-
ation. It is movement, manifestation, and effective doing. When Bhairava illu-
mines this power, action is shown in its sacred dimension. Deeds are not separate
from consciousness; they are its outward expression. The name therefore points
beyond mere activity and toward action guided by wisdom and aligned with divine
purpose.

The Three Powers Held Together

The beauty of this name is that it keeps these powers united. Will without knowl-
edge becomes impulse. Knowledge without action remains incomplete. Action
without right will becomes scattered. Bhairava's fiery eyes illumine all three to-
gether, revealing the harmony through which divine consciousness creates, sus-
tains, and transforms the world.

79. Kamya-Adi-Karmma-Sarvasva-Phala-Daya
The Bestower of the Fruits of All Desired Actions and Deeds.

The seventy-ninth name, Kamya-Adi-Karmma-Sarvasva-Phala-Daya, turns
attention toward a question every seeker eventually faces: what becomes of the ac-
tions we perform with hope, intention, and expectation? This name answers by
placing the final result in Kalabhairava's hands. It honors him as the giver of the
fruits that arise from desire-driven actions, ritual observances, and all the many
deeds through which human beings seek fulfillment.

Elaboration

The compound may be read in parts: kamya refers to actions undertaken with a
specific aim or desire, adi means "and the rest," karmma means action or deed,
sarvasva means the whole or totality, phala means fruit or result, and daya
means giver or bestower. Taken together, the name praises Kalabhairava as the
one who grants the outcomes of all such actions.

The Fruits of Desire-Driven Action

In traditional spiritual language, kamya karma refers to acts performed with an
intended result in mind. The desire may be worldly, such as health, prosperity,
protection, or family welfare, or it may be more inward, such as clarity, blessing,
or spiritual advancement. This name recognizes that human beings act with ex-
pectation, but it reminds us that the fruit of action is never produced by effort
alone.

Kalabhairava as the Giver of Results

The force of the name lies in the word phala-daya. Kalabhairava is not described
here as a distant witness who merely observes karma unfold. He is honored as the
one who dispenses the result itself. That makes the name both reassuring and
humbling. It reassures the devotee that no sincere act is lost, and it humbles the
ego by showing that the final outcome does not belong entirely to personal
control.
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Karma, Timing, and Divine Measure

Because Bhairava is also the lord of kala, time, this name carries an added depth.
He does not only grant results; he grants them in their proper season and mea-
sure. A desired action may bear fruit quickly, slowly, visibly, or in a form different
from what was first imagined. The name therefore links karma to divine timing.
What is given, withheld, or delayed is still held within sacred order.

What This Means for the Devotee

To contemplate Kamya-Adi-Karmma-Sarvasva-Phala-Daya is to remember
that action matters, but surrender matters too. One should act with sincerity, dis-
cipline, and devotion, while recognizing that the ripening of every effort rests with
the Divine. In that spirit, the name becomes a guide for both responsibility and
trust: do the work, offer it, and leave the fruit at Bhairava's feet.

80. Karma-Posakaya
Nourisher and Sustainer of All Actions and Their Fruits.

The eightieth name, Karma-Posakaya, presents Lord Kalabhairava as the one
who upholds the living order of karma. Actions do not move through the universe
in a random way, nor do their results arise by accident. This name honors
Bhairava as the sustaining power behind that process: he nourishes action, carries
it forward, and allows its fruit to mature in the right time and measure.

Elaboration

The name can be understood through its parts: karma means action, deed, or the
moral force generated by what one does, and posakaya comes from the sense of
nourishing, sustaining, fostering, or supporting. Together the title praises
Kalabhairava as the one who maintains the entire field in which actions bear
consequence.

The Sustainer of Karma

Karma is more than a record of good and bad deeds. It is the subtle law by which
intention, action, and consequence remain linked. In this name, Bhairava is not
shown as separate from that law. He is its guardian and sustainer. He holds the
continuity through which actions do not vanish once performed, but continue un-
til their proper result appears.

Why the Name Uses the Idea of Nourishment

The word posaka is important because it suggests more than control. A ruler may
enforce order, but a nourisher keeps something alive from within. Here the teach-
ing is that the karmic order of the universe is not mechanical in a lifeless sense. It
is preserved within divine intelligence. Bhairava sustains the conditions in which
justice, learning, consequence, and inner evolution remain possible.
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The Moral Balance of the Cosmos

To contemplate Karma-Posakaya is to remember that every action matters. No
sincere effort is wasted, and no harmful deed disappears simply because it is for-
gotten. This name points to a deeply ordered universe in which dharmic action
strengthens harmony, while adharma eventually returns as suffering, correction,
or limitation. Bhairava nourishes the law itself so that moral balance does not
collapse.

What This Means for the Devotee

For a devotee, this name can inspire both responsibility and patience. One must
act carefully, because all action carries weight. At the same time, one learns not to
panic over delayed results. Bhairava, as Karma-Posakaya, sustains the ripening
of karma beyond human haste. The lesson is simple but demanding: act truthfully,
offer the result, and trust that divine order is still at work even when the fruit has
not yet appeared.

81. Karya-Karana-Nirmatre
The Creator and Regulator of Cause and Effect.

The eighty-first name, Karya-Karana-Nirmatre, points toward one of the most
far-reaching truths in spiritual philosophy: the visible world is woven from cause
and effect, and that web is not independent of the Divine. This name honors
Kalabhairava as the one who shapes, orders, and sustains that pattern. He is not
simply present within the cosmic process; he is the intelligence through which it is
formed.

Elaboration

The title is usually read through two paired terms. Karya means effect, outcome,
or that which has come into manifestation. Karana means cause, source, or the
underlying instrument that gives rise to an effect. Nirmatre carries the sense of
maker, arranger, or architect. The name therefore praises Bhairava as the one who
brings forth and orders the entire relation between cause and effect.

The Architect of Manifestation

Every experience in life appears within a chain of conditions. Thoughts become
choices, choices become actions, and actions give rise to results. The same princi-
ple applies on a cosmic scale. Worlds arise, endure, and dissolve through deeper
causes. By calling Bhairava Karya-Karana-Nirmatre, the tradition sees him as
the architect behind that structure itself. He is the ground in which causes arise
and the one through whom effects take form.

Beyond Simple Mechanism

This name does not reduce reality to a cold machine. It suggests instead that or-
der, sequence, and consequence reflect divine intelligence. Cause and effect are
not treated as separate from sacred reality, but as one of its expressions. Bhairava
governs the movement from seed to outcome, from subtle intention to visible re-
sult, without losing his transcendence over the whole process.
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Cause, Effect, and Karma

The name also connects naturally with the law of karma. Actions bear fruit be-
cause the relation between deed and outcome is held within divine order.
Bhairava, as Karya-Karana-Nirmatre, is therefore understood as the one who
preserves moral coherence in existence. Nothing is isolated. Causes have conse-
quences, and consequences become new causes. In recognizing him within that
cycle, the devotee learns to act with greater awareness.

What This Means for the Devotee

To meditate on this name is to become less casual about how life unfolds. It re-
minds the seeker that nothing is trivial, because even small causes may lead to
lasting effects. At the same time, it offers comfort: the world is not chaos mas-
querading as order. Bhairava stands behind the unfolding of events, shaping even
complexity within a larger intelligence that human perception only partly grasps.

82. Kara-Griha-Vimocakaya
The Liberator from the Prison of Existence, Releasing Souls from Bondage.

The eighty-second name, Kara-Griha-Vimocakaya, brings forward one of the
most compassionate aspects of Kalabhairava. It praises him as the liberator who
releases beings from confinement. That confinement may be understood out-
wardly as suffering, limitation, and fear, but in a deeper spiritual sense it refers to
the prison of conditioned existence itself: the patterns, attachments, karmic
bonds, and illusions that keep the soul circling within samsara.

Elaboration

The compound is often read symbolically. Kara-griha means prison or place of
confinement, while vimocakaya means liberator, releaser, or one who sets free.
Together the name honors Bhairava as the one who loosens the bonds that hold a
being captive and opens the way toward spiritual freedom.

The Prison of Worldly Existence

In devotional and philosophical language, the prison here is not merely a physical
cell. It points to the binding condition of embodied life when it is governed by ig-
norance, fear, compulsion, and attachment. One becomes trapped by desires,
memories, reactions, and karmic tendencies. The body, mind, and social world all
seem solid and final, and the soul forgets its deeper nature.

How Bhairava Liberates

As Vimocaka, Kalabhairava does not merely comfort the devotee within the
prison; he breaks the lock. His grace cuts through the knots of karma, exposes il-
lusion, and loosens the grip of inner bondage. This liberation may unfold gradu-
ally through discipline and insight, or it may arrive in moments of fierce clarity in
which an old chain suddenly loses its power.
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Freedom Beyond Fear

This name also has a practical spiritual force. Many of the prisons human beings
inhabit are sustained by fear: fear of loss, fear of punishment, fear of death, fear of
change. Bhairava, who is often approached as the remover of fear, becomes here
the one who frees the devotee from the very structures that fear has built.
Liberation is therefore not only a metaphysical ideal; it is also an inward loosen-
ing from the habits that keep one bound.

What This Means for the Devotee

To contemplate Kara-Griha-Vimocakaya is to pray for release at the deepest
level. A devotee may ask to be freed from suffering, but also from the ignorance
that keeps suffering repeating itself. The name teaches that true grace is not sim-
ply protection within bondage. It is release from bondage itself, and movement to-
ward moksha, where the soul stands free in the light of the Divine.

83. Kala-Paryaya-Mula-Sthaya
The Root of the Cycles of Time and Transformation.

The eighty-third name, Kala-Paryaya-Mula-Sthaya, takes the mind straight
into the mystery of time. It presents Lord Kalabhairava not only as the ruler of
time, but as the hidden root from which its cycles arise. Days and nights, birth
and death, creation and dissolution, growth and decline all move in turning
rhythms. This name teaches that those rhythms are not ultimate in themselves.
Their source rests in Bhairava.

Elaboration

The name may be unfolded as follows: kala means time, paryaya suggests cy-
cles, turns, or recurring phases, mula means root or source, and sthaya points to
one who abides or remains established. Together the title praises Kalabhairava as
the abiding source behind the recurring transformations of time.

The Cycles of Time

Time in Hindu thought is rarely imagined as a straight line alone. It moves in re-
peating currents: dawn follows night, seasons return, lives unfold, worlds arise
and dissolve. These recurring phases are captured in the word paryaya. By link-
ing Bhairava to their root, the name says something profound: he is not merely
moving with the wheel of time; he stands beneath it as its source.

The Root of Transformation

If time moves in cycles, then all change belongs to those cycles. Birth leads toward
growth, fullness leads toward decline, and dissolution clears the ground for re-
newal. In that sense Bhairava is also the source of transformation itself. Every
shift in form, every ending, and every beginning stands within the field of his
power. This gives the name both a philosophical depth and a devotional tender-
ness, because change is no longer meaningless flux. It is held within sacred order.
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The One Who Abides While All Else Changes

The final part of the name, sthaya, adds an important paradox. Bhairava is the
root of movement, yet he also abides. The world changes, but he remains. Time
flows, but he is not swept away by it. This is one of the deepest Shaiva insights:
the Divine is both the source of cosmic process and the changeless ground that
supports it. The devotee therefore learns to look beyond passing appearances to-
ward the stable reality in which they arise.

What This Means for the Devotee

To meditate on Kala-Paryaya-Mula-Sthaya is to soften one's fear of change.
What is born will pass, and what passes may return in another form. But under-
neath these movements there is an abiding presence. Bhairava is that presence.
Remembering this can steady the heart in times of uncertainty, loss, transition, or
waiting. The name does not deny impermanence; it reveals the eternal source
from which impermanence unfolds.

84. Karya-Siddhi-Pradayakaya
The Bestower of Success in All Undertakings and Endeavors.

The eighty-fourth name, Karya-Siddhi-Pradayakaya, reveals a gracious and
practical aspect of Lord Kalabhairava. Here he is praised as the giver of success in
work, effort, discipline, and purposeful striving. The name does not suggest suc-
cess as mere ambition fulfilled at any cost. Rather, it points to the divine power
through which sincere action reaches completion, obstacles are removed, and ef-
fort finds its proper fruit.

Elaboration

The compound is rich in meaning. Karya refers to work, undertaking, duty, or
any task one sets out to complete. Siddhi means accomplishment, perfection, ful-
fillment, or spiritual attainment. Pradayakaya carries the sense of one who be-
stows or grants. Together the title honors Kalabhairava as the one who grants the
successful completion of undertakings, whether worldly or spiritual.

Success as Completion, Not Mere Achievement

In spiritual language, siddhi can refer to extraordinary attainments, but it also
means something simpler and deeper: a thing brought to fulfillment. This matters
because the name points beyond vanity. Success here is not only winning, proving
oneself, or gaining status. It is the bringing of effort to its rightful completion.
Bhairava is invoked as the one who helps work ripen into wholeness.

The Removal of Obstacles

This name is especially meaningful for devotees facing delay, confusion, or re-
peated obstruction. Bhairava's grace is understood to cut through hindrances that
block the path of dharmic effort. When an undertaking is worthy and aligned,
Karya-Siddhi-Pradayakaya reminds the seeker that divine aid is available. The
impossible may not always become easy, but what is meant to be accomplished
can be carried through with steadiness, protection, and force.
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Worldly and Spiritual Fulfillment

The name moves on two levels at once. On the worldly plane, one may pray for
success in work, family responsibilities, study, travel, healing, or difficult deci-
sions. On the spiritual plane, one seeks success in japa, sadhana, concentration,
self-mastery, and the long inward labor of transformation. Bhairava is honored
here as the giver of both outer accomplishment and inner attainment.

What This Means for the Devotee

To meditate on Karya-Siddhi-Pradayakaya is to join effort with surrender.
One must still work, persist, and remain sincere. But the name teaches that com-
pletion is not secured by personal effort alone. Grace has its place in every fulfilled
undertaking. For that reason, the devotee approaches Bhairava not merely to ask
for results, but to seek clear action, removed obstacles, and the blessing that al-
lows worthy work to reach completion.

85. Kala-Anurupa-Karmanga-Moksanaa-Bhranti-Nasanaya
Dispeller of the Illusion that Action, Time, and Liberation Are Separate Mechanical
Processes.

The eighty-fifth name, Kala-Anurupa-Karmanga-Moksanaa-Bhranti-
Nasanaya, points to a deep correction in spiritual understanding. Most people
assume life moves in a simple sequence: we act, time passes, consequences arrive,
and liberation too must eventually appear as the final result of that sequence. This
name praises Lord Kalabhairava as the one who breaks that misunderstanding.
He reveals that while life unfolds in time, the truth of the Self and the grace of lib-
eration cannot be reduced to a clockwork chain.

Elaboration

Each part of the compound opens a layer of meaning. Kala means time.
Anurupa suggests what is fitted to, shaped by, or made to correspond. Karma
refers to action and the binding force of its consequences. Moksana means re-
lease or liberation. Bhranti-nasanaya means the destroyer of delusion.
Together, the name honors Kalabhairava as the one who removes false ideas
about how time, action, and liberation are related.

The Confusion of Thinking Only in Sequence

Ordinary awareness is deeply bound to sequence. We assume that everything
meaningful must arrive step by step and that even freedom must come as one
more event added to the timeline. This is the confusion named here. Bhairava is
invoked as the one who shatters that narrow frame. He does not deny relative life
or the order of cause and effect, but he shows that ultimate reality is not impris-
oned inside that order.

Karma Operates, but It Does Not Exhaust Truth

In devotional and philosophical teaching, karma ripens within time. Actions leave
impressions, conditions mature, and fruits appear when the moment is ready. The
name does not reject that law. Rather, it warns against mistaking that law for the
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whole of existence. Kalabhairava stands beyond the transactional pattern of action
and result. By his grace, the devotee begins to understand that karmic sequence is
real within worldly life, yet it is not the final measure of the soul.

Liberation Is Not Another Timed Outcome

This is the heart of the name. Moksha is not merely the last reward waiting at the
end of a sufficiently disciplined schedule. It is the falling away of ignorance, the
loosening of identification with limited action, limited knowledge, attachment,
destiny, and time itself. In that sense, Kala-Anurupa-Karmanga-Moksanaa-
Bhranti-Nasanaya is a fierce theological reminder: liberation is not manufac-
tured by the same mechanism that produces ordinary pleasure and pain.

What This Means for the Devotee

To meditate on Kala-Anurupa-Karmanga-Moksanaa-Bhranti-Nasanaya is
to keep acting with sincerity while asking Bhairava to remove deeper confusion.
The seeker still honors duty, discipline, and karmic responsibility. But inwardly
there is a shift. One no longer treats time as the final ruler of truth. The name
teaches that action unfolds in time, while freedom is recognized through grace
and awakened understanding.

86. Kala-Cakra-Prabhedine
Breaker of the Wheel of Time and Liberator from Cycles of Existence.

The eighty-sixth name, Kala-Cakra-Prabhedine, shows Lord Kalabhairava in a
fierce liberating form. He is praised as the one who breaks the wheel of time itself.
That image is powerful because life often feels circular: birth and death, desire
and disappointment, effort and exhaustion, gain and loss keep turning again and
again. Bhairava is not merely one more force inside that movement. He is the
power that can pierce it.

Elaboration

The compound is direct. Kala means time. Cakra means wheel, cycle, or revolv-
ing order. Prabhedine means the one who breaks, pierces, or shatters. Together,
the name praises Kalabhairava as the destroyer of the wheel of time, the one who
breaks repetitive conditioned existence.

What the Wheel of Time Suggests

A wheel does not simply move; it returns. That is why the image carries such
weight in spiritual teaching. Worlds arise and dissolve, bodies are born and per-
ish, thoughts repeat, desires renew themselves, and karma keeps beings circling
through familiar patterns. Time here is more than measurement. It is the turning
field in which repetition, impermanence, and restless becoming are continuously
felt.
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Why Breaking the Wheel Is Liberation

When Bhairava is called Prabhedine, the meaning is not destruction for its own
sake. He breaks the wheel in order to free the seeker from helpless recurrence.
Without insight, the same inner tendencies keep returning in new forms. The
same fears, attachments, and compulsions spin through life again and again.
Bhairava's intervention cuts that repetition at its root and opens the way toward
what is not bound to endless return.

Beyond Temporal Limitation

This name also carries a philosophical depth. If time is the wheel in which change
operates, then breaking that wheel reveals a reality not exhausted by change.
Kalabhairava is therefore honored as the one who grants entry into a deeper still-
ness. For the devotee, this does not mean abandoning practical life overnight. It
means discovering an inner freedom in which one is no longer wholly defined by
circumstance, sequence, rise, fall, beginning, or ending.

What This Means for the Devotee

To meditate on Kala-Cakra-Prabhedine is to ask for release from repetitive
bondage, not just relief from one difficult moment. The seeker prays for harmful
cycles to be cut, inherited patterns to lose their force, and ego-driven recurrence
to weaken. The name reminds the devotee that true freedom is not a better turn of
the wheel. It is Bhairava's grace in carrying one beyond the wheel itself.

87. Kali-M-Manya-Yoginii-Priyaya
Beloved of the Yoginis of Kali's Sacred Sphere.

The eighty-seventh name, Kali-M-Manya-Yoginii-Priyaya, draws the mind
into a distinctly tantric atmosphere. It praises Lord Kalabhairava as dear to the
Yoginis connected with the fierce and sacred power of Kali. The name is intimate
rather than merely descriptive. It does not show Bhairava standing apart from the
divine feminine hosts. It shows him in living relationship with them, honored
within their circle and beloved in their company.

Elaboration

The final portion of the name is clear: Yoginii-Priyaya means the one who is
beloved of the Yoginis. The middle portion points toward a Kali-associated man-
dala, sphere, or sacred grouping. Taken together, the title presents Kalabhairava
as the one cherished by Yoginis who belong to or move within the domain of Kali.

Beloved of the Yoginis

In tantric traditions, Yoginis are not merely symbolic figures. They are revered as
powerful female spiritual beings, embodiments or attendants of Shakti, and
guardians of esoteric wisdom. To call Bhairava dear to them suggests more than
companionship. It points to recognition, harmony, and spiritual authority within
the inner circles of Shakti. Bhairava is not foreign to their current of power. He is
welcomed within it.
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The Kali Mandala

The Kali reference deepens the meaning of the name. Kali represents fierce grace,
the stripping away of illusion, the power of time, and the freedom that comes
through radical transformation. A Yogini sphere linked with Kali therefore implies
an especially potent field of spiritual force. When Kalabhairava is praised as
beloved there, the name highlights his nearness to the most uncompromising
forms of divine reality. He is at home where illusion is cut away and where trans-
formation is direct.

A Tantric Union of Bhairava and Shakti

This name also points toward one of Tantra's central insights: Shiva and Shakti
are not separate principles competing for primacy. Bhairava and the Yoginis be-
long to one living current of awakened consciousness. Their association speaks of
reciprocity, not hierarchy alone. For the devotee, that means Bhairava is ap-
proached not merely as a solitary ascetic force, but as one whose grace moves in
concert with the power of the Divine Mother and her emanations.

What This Means for the Devotee

To meditate on Kali-M-Manya-Yoginii-Priyaya is to seek admission into a
field of disciplined, transformative grace. The name encourages reverence for
Bhairava's bond with Shakti and with the Yoginis who guard subtle knowledge. It
reminds the seeker that the fierce path is never merely destructive. At its heart is
intimacy with the divine powers that awaken, protect, and lead beyond illusion.

88. Kahala-Adi-Maha-Vaadya-Atala-Taandava-Laalasaya
He Who Delights in the Great Tandava of Dissolution, Accompanied by Mighty
Instruments.

The eighty-eighth name, Kahala-Adi-Maha-Vaadya-Atala-Taandava-
Laalasaya, is filled with movement, sound, and sacred force. It presents Lord
Kalabhairava not in stillness, but in the ecstatic grandeur of the cosmic dance.
Here the atmosphere is immense: dissolution is underway, great instruments re-
sound, and Bhairava delights in the tandava that gathers the universe back into its
source.

Elaboration

The name is a long and vivid compound. Kahala-adi points to great instruments
such as the kahala and others of that class. Maha-vaadya intensifies the idea,
suggesting mighty or grand musical accompaniment. Taandava is the vigorous
cosmic dance associated with Shiva. Laalasaya means one who delights in, longs
for, or takes profound joy in something. Together the title praises Kalabhairava as
the one who rejoices in the great tandava accompanied by resounding
instruments.
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The Tandava of Dissolution

Tandava is not ordinary motion. It is the divine dance through which cosmic pro-
cesses are expressed. In this name the emphasis falls on dissolution, the phase in
which forms are withdrawn and the manifested universe is reabsorbed. This is not
meaningless destruction. It is sacred transition, the clearing away of what has
reached completion so that reality may return to its unmanifest depth before new
creation emerges.

The Sound of the Great Instruments

The mention of the kahala and other mighty instruments gives the name a cere-
monial and apocalyptic texture at once. The kahala is imagined as a large horn or
trumpet-like instrument, resonant enough to summon, proclaim, and overwhelm.
When joined with maha-vaadya, the sense becomes unmistakably cosmic. The
dance is not private. It resounds through the worlds. The sound itself becomes
part of the revelation that time is ending, order is shifting, and divine power is in
motion.

Delight in the Cosmic Process

The word Laalasaya is especially important. Bhairava does not perform the
dance reluctantly. He delights in it. That delight does not imply cruelty. Rather, it
reveals divine freedom. From the human point of view dissolution is frightening
because it means the loss of form and certainty. From the divine point of view it is
part of the eternal rhythm. Bhairava's delight shows complete mastery over cre-
ation and dissolution alike.

What This Means for the Devotee

To meditate on Kahala-Adi-Maha-Vaadya-Atala-Taandava-Laalasaya is to
contemplate a form of Bhairava that teaches courage in the face of endings. The
name reminds the seeker that dissolution is not outside the sacred order. Even
collapse, when seen rightly, can belong to divine rhythm. Bhairava's dance does
not celebrate chaos for its own sake. It reveals the fierce joy by which the old is
cleared and the timeless remains.

89. Kula-Kundalinii-Sakta-Yoga-Siddhi-Pradayakaya
Bestower of Yogic Siddhi Through Awakened Kula-Kundalini Shakti.

The eighty-ninth name, Kula-Kundalinii-Sakta-Yoga-Siddhi-Pradayakaya,
opens directly into the inner language of Tantra and Yoga. It honors Lord
Kalabhairava as the giver of siddhi through awakened Kundalini Shakti. The name
is not speaking about outer success alone. It concerns the hidden current of spiri-
tual power within the body, the lineage that carries this knowledge, and the grace
by which practice matures into realization.

Elaboration

This compound gathers several central ideas. Kula can mean family, lineage, or
sacred spiritual current. Kundalinii refers to the coiled inner power known as
Kundalini. Sakta-Yoga indicates yoga centered in Shakti, the divine feminine en-
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ergy. Siddhi means attainment, perfection, or spiritual accomplishment.
Pradayakaya means the one who bestows or grants. Together the title praises
Kalabhairava as the giver of yogic attainments through the awakening of Kula-
Kundalini Shakti.

Kula as Lineage and Inner Field

In tantric usage, Kula does not stop at the ordinary sense of family. It can also re-
fer to the sacred lineage of transmission and, by extension, the embodied field in
which spiritual work happens. The human body, mind, breath, and subtle centers
become the place where the lineage is realized rather than merely inherited. This
makes the name both communal and inward. Bhairava is linked to tradition, but
also to the living transformation that must happen within the practitioner.

Kundalini and the Path of Shakti

Kundalini is described as the coiled divine power resting in latent form until
awakened. Sakta Yoga concerns the disciplined awakening, purification, and as-
cent of that energy. In many traditional explanations this movement rises through
the subtle channel and brings the seeker toward union with Shiva. The name
therefore presents Kalabhairava as inseparable from that process. He is not only
the witness of it, but its guardian and giver of grace.

Siddhi as Attainment, Not Spectacle Alone

The word siddhi can suggest extraordinary powers, but it should not be reduced
to marvels alone. It also means accomplishment, ripening, and successful attain-
ment in spiritual practice. Under this name, Bhairava is honored as the one who
grants the fruits of genuine inner work. Insight, steadiness, awakening, and
deeper yogic maturation all belong within its meaning. The emphasis is on real-
ized transformation, not fascination with powers for their own sake.

What This Means for the Devotee

To meditate on Kula-Kundalinii-Sakta-Yoga-Siddhi-Pradayakaya is to ap-
proach Bhairava as guru, guardian, and giver of inner attainment. The name en-
courages disciplined practice, reverence for lineage, and humility before the power
of Shakti. It teaches that awakening is not manufactured by ego. It ripens through
grace, right effort, and the sanctified inner path that Bhairava oversees.

90. Kalaratri Maharatri Sivaratryaadi Karakaya
Bestower of Kalaratri, Maharatri, Shivaratri, and Other Sacred Nights.

The ninetieth name, Kalaratri Maharatri Sivaratryaadi Karakaya, presents
Kalabhairava as the lord behind the great nights of dissolution, inward stillness,
and Shiva-centered awakening. These are not ordinary dates on a calendar. They
are thresholds in sacred time. Through this name, Bhairava is praised as the
power that makes such nights spiritually potent and cosmically meaningful.
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Elaboration

This long compound name centers on karakaya, "the one who causes, brings
forth, or bestows." It says that Kalabhairava is not merely present during these sa-
cred nights. He is the governing power behind them. Kalaratri, Maharatri,
Shivaratri, and related observances become spiritually effective because they arise
within his command of time, dissolution, and awakening.

Kalaratri: the night of dissolution

Kalaratri can be understood as the night of time, death, or dissolving power. In
the wider Hindu tradition it is linked with fierce divine energy, especially the force
that breaks forms apart when their time is complete. Under this name,
Kalabhairava stands as the lord who governs even that terrible transition.
Dissolution is not random chaos. It unfolds within divine order.

Maharatri: the great night beyond manifestation

Maharatri, the great night, points to the immense stillness in which creation is
withdrawn and remains unmanifest. It evokes the interval between cosmic cycles,
when names and forms rest in their source. Calling Bhairava the giver of
Maharatri presents him as the ground of both emergence and return. He presides
over the silence before creation and the stillness after dissolution.

Shivaratri and the path of awakening

Shivaratri is the night especially consecrated to Shiva, observed through vigil,
worship, mantra, and inward discipline. As a fierce and intimate form of Shiva,
Kalabhairava is understood here as the one who empowers that night for sadhana.
He makes it a time for inner turning, intensified awareness, and the breaking of
ignorance. What is cosmically vast becomes personally transformative for the
devotee.

What this name teaches

To meditate on Kalaratri Maharatri Sivaratryaadi Karakaya is to remem-
ber that sacred time is not empty chronology. Certain nights carry a different spir-
itual weight because they open into deeper realities of dissolution, stillness, and
grace. This name honors Kalabhairava as the lord of those openings. He governs
the fearful, the still, and the holy alike, and he turns each into a doorway for
realization.

91. Kolahala-Dhvanaye
The Lord Whose Roar Fills the Universe With Great Upheaval.

The ninety-first name, Kolahala-Dhvanaye, evokes sound in its most over-
whelming form. This is not gentle music or passing noise. It is the divine roar that
shakes worlds, scatters false certainty, and announces the presence of Bhairava
with unmistakable force. The name points to a sound so vast that it belongs
equally to cosmic movement and inner awakening.
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Elaboration

The name joins kolahala, meaning uproar, tumult, or resounding commotion,
with dhvani, meaning sound, resonance, or roar. Together they praise
Kalabhairava as the one whose sound is not small or private. His presence arrives
as a vibration that can unsettle the whole field of existence.

A roar larger than ordinary sound

In this name, Bhairava's roar is more than physical noise. It can be understood as
a cosmic vibration, a force that fills space and cannot be ignored. Traditional spir-
itual language often speaks of creation, preservation, and dissolution through
sound and mantra. Here, Bhairava's sound belongs to that order. It is the rever-
beration of divine power moving through the universe.

Why the uproar matters

The uproar in Kolahala is not pointless disturbance. It is the breaking of compla-
cency. On the cosmic level, it suggests the immense turbulence through which
worlds arise, endure, and pass away. On the inner level, it can be read as the
shock that tears through ignorance, ego, and attachment. Bhairava's roar disturbs
what needs to be disturbed so that truth can stand exposed.

Fierce, but not chaotic

This name does not present Kalabhairava as the lord of confusion. The tumult be-
longs to his mastery, not to disorder without meaning. His roar terrifies what
clings to falsehood, yet it also protects the devotee by clearing away illusion. What
sounds fearsome from one side is grace from another.

What this name teaches

To meditate on Kolahala-Dhvanaye is to remember that the divine does not al-
ways arrive softly. Sometimes awakening comes as a force that interrupts, shakes,
and strips away pretense. Bhairava's roar is fierce because it is truthful. It does
not flatter the ego. It compels the seeker to wake up.

92. Kopine
The Wrathful One, Dispenser of Justice and Destroyer of Ignorance.

The ninety-second name, Kopine, reveals one of the most severe and necessary
faces of Bhairava. This is not anger in the ordinary human sense. It is divine
wrath directed toward what disturbs dharma, protects falsehood, or keeps the soul
bound in ignorance. The name points to a force that is fierce because it serves
truth.

Elaboration

The name comes from kopa, the Sanskrit word for anger or wrath, and it presents
Kalabhairava in a fierce and uncompromising form. In devotional understanding,
this wrath is not impulsive or petty. It belongs to divine intelligence and arises
where correction, protection, and purification are needed.
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Wrath in service of cosmic order

Kalabhairava's wrath is described as a response to adharma, not as emotional in-
stability. When balance is disturbed, his fierceness restores it. In that sense,
Kopine names the power that does not negotiate with injustice, delusion, or de-
structive force. It is the burning edge of divine order.

The justice of Bhairava

This name also carries the sense of divine justice. Bhairava's wrath is the power
that breaks harmful forces, removes obstruction, and ensures that actions meet
their rightful consequence. Devotees do not contemplate this form merely to fear
punishment. They contemplate it to remember that the sacred is not indifferent to
moral disorder.

Destroyer of inner ignorance

The deeper meaning of Kopine is inward. Bhairava's fiercest opposition is often
directed toward avidya and moha, ignorance and delusion within the individual
being. The fire of his presence burns through self-deception, inertia, and the at-
tachments that keep consciousness clouded. What looks terrifying from the side of
ego becomes liberating from the side of truth.

What this name asks of the seeker

To meditate on Kopine is to accept that spiritual life is not only comfort and
blessing. Sometimes grace comes as confrontation. Sometimes what must be de-
stroyed is our own pride, confusion, or stubborn attachment. Bhairava's wrath pu-
rifies because it refuses to leave the seeker half-awake.

93. Kaulaa-Marga-Pravartakaya
The Originator and Propounder of the Kaula Path, the Esoteric Tradition.

The ninety-third name, Kaulaa-Marga-Pravartakaya, places Kalabhairava in
the role of teacher and revealer. It honors him as the one who sets the Kaula path
in motion and gives it living force. This name is not only about doctrine or lin-
eage. It speaks of a way of practice that aims at direct transformation and non-
dual realization.

Elaboration

The name can be read as "He who originated and propagated the Kaula path." In
this form, Kalabhairava is remembered as the primordial guru and presiding deity
of a profound esoteric current within Shaivism. He is not simply associated with
the path; he is presented as the one from whom its teachings flow.

What Kaula Marga points to

Kaula Marga refers to the Kaula tradition, an important branch of Tantra rooted
in Shaivism. The word Kula can suggest family, lineage, or totality, and the path
is often understood as one that integrates the whole of life rather than splitting re-
ality into pure and impure halves. Sacred and worldly, inner and outer, Shiva and
Shakti are brought into one field of practice.
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As Pravartakaya, Bhairava is the one who inaugurates this way and keeps it
moving through transmission. The title suggests authority, initiation, and continu-
ity. It places him at the source of the path rather than at its margins.

An esoteric path of transformation

The Kaula tradition is often described as unconventional, and at times transgres-
sive, because it uses disciplined practice to break rigid mental and social condi-
tioning. Some streams are linked with what is called Vamachara, the left-hand
path, where taboo or boundary-crossing elements may be reinterpreted within sa-
cred practice. The intent, however, is not rebellion for its own sake. The aim is to
move beyond duality and arrive at direct realization.

Guide to inner union

In practical spiritual terms, this path is tied to awakening hidden energy within
the seeker and uniting Kundalini Shakti with Shiva-consciousness. Through
that union, ego loosens, perception deepens, and the practitioner begins to see ex-
istence in a more integral way. Bhairava's role here is not only fierce destroyer,
but master guide, one who leads through difficult terrain toward liberation.

What this name teaches

To meditate on Kaulaa-Marga-Pravartakaya is to remember that some truths
are not reached through surface piety alone. Bhairava opens a path that can be de-
manding, esoteric, and transformative, yet its purpose is wholeness. The name
honors him as the revealer of a discipline that seeks freedom through total inte-
gration rather than avoidance.

94. Karma-Kausalya-Santosine
The One Delighting in Skillful Action, the Perfection of Karma.

The ninety-fourth name, Karma-Kausalya-Santosine, brings the mind to the
discipline of action itself. It honors Kalabhairava as the one who delights in work
done with steadiness, clarity, and freedom from selfish grasping. The name does
not praise busyness for its own sake. It points instead to action carried out in the
right spirit, so that karma becomes part of sadhana rather than another cause of
bondage.

Elaboration

This compound name combines Karma (action, deed), Kausalya (skill, dexter-
ity, perfection), and Santosin (one who delights in or is contented by).

Delight in skillful action

Karma Kausalya refers to action carried out with awareness, steadiness, and
care. In a spiritual context, it is not cleverness used for personal gain. It is the
ability to act cleanly enough that work does not strengthen ego or deepen entan-
glement in samsara. This is close to the Gita teaching, "Yoga is skill in action"
(Yogah karmasu kausalam). In this name, Kalabhairava is remembered as the
living expression of that principle.
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The perfection of karma

To say that he delights in perfected action is to say that he is pleased by karma
aligned with Dharma and loosened from restless hunger for results. Such action is
not mechanical. It is lucid, responsible, and inwardly offered. In that sense,
Bhairava stands for the order through which cause and effect remain meaningful,
and through which action can purify instead of bind.

What this name teaches

This name shows a side of Kalabhairava beyond the usual emphasis on fierceness,
time, and destruction. He is also the guide who teaches how to act rightly. For a
devotee, that means doing one's duties with care, discipline, and detachment, then
letting go of possessiveness over the result. When work is done in that spirit, it be-
comes a means of inner refinement and, eventually, liberation. Bhairava delights
not in restless activity, but in action made skillful through awareness.

95. Keli-Hasana-Laalasaya
Radiant with the Brightness of Playful Laughter.

The ninety-fifth name, Keli-Hasana-Laalasaya, reveals a gentle and luminous
aspect of Kalabhairava. Instead of dwelling only on terror, destruction, or severity,
this name turns toward divine play, delight, and radiance. It reminds the devotee
that the fierce guardian of time also shines with a laughter born of freedom.

Elaboration

This name describes Kalabhairava as one who is radiant with the fire-like bright-
ness of playful laughter. It is explained as a compound of Keli (play, sport, divine
frolic), Hasa (laughter), Anala (fire, radiance, effulgence), and Lalasa (ardent,
eager, inclined toward). The dative ending points to the one who is so
characterized.

The radiance of divine play

This name opens a gentler yet still profound vision of Bhairava. It links him to
Lila, the divine play through which creation, preservation, and dissolution unfold.
His laughter is not ridicule or instability. It is the ease of one who is utterly free,
one for whom the movements of the cosmos arise within a deeper joy.

Effulgence born of joy

When Anala is joined to playful laughter, the image becomes more vivid. This is
not only laughter heard as sound, but laughter felt as light and energy. The tradi-
tion reads it as the brilliance of consciousness itself, a joy that illumines rather
than distracts. Even amid the cycles of change, Bhairava remains rooted in a bliss
that does not depend on circumstance.

What this name teaches

Though Kalabhairava is the fierce guardian and devourer of time, this name re-
minds the devotee that his fierceness does not arise from agitation. At its heart
there is freedom, balance, and bliss. To meditate on Keli-Hasana-Laalasaya is
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to remember that spiritual power need not be grim. There is a divine laughter that
rises from fearlessness, and an inner peace that remains untouched by the chang-
ing world. The name encourages the seeker to cultivate that same depth of joy,
even in the middle of life's difficulties.

96. Kritsna-Pravrtti-Visvanda-Panca-Kritya-Vidayakaya
The Granter of All Fivefold Cosmic Functions of Creation, Preservation, Dissolution,
Concealment, and Grace.

The ninety-sixth name, Kritsna-Pravrtti-Visvanda-Panca-Kritya-
Vidayakaya, presents Kalabhairava as the power behind the entire movement of
the cosmos. This is not praise in a vague or ornamental sense. The name points to
a precise Shaiva insight: the universe arises, endures, dissolves, becomes veiled,
and is finally restored through grace under his sovereignty.

Elaboration

This long compound name gathers several Sanskrit ideas into one sweeping vi-
sion: kritsna means all or entire, pravritti points to activity or manifestation,
visvanda suggests setting the whole into motion, panca-kritya refers to the five
cosmic acts, and vidayaka means giver or bestower. Taken together, the name
honors Kalabhairava as the one who grants and directs the full fivefold work
through which the cosmos unfolds.

The five cosmic acts

In Shaiva understanding, the Divine performs five primary functions: srsti (cre-
ation), sthiti (preservation), samhara (dissolution), tirodhana (concealment or
obscuration), and anugraha (grace that leads toward liberation). These are not
random changes inside the universe. They are the very pattern by which existence
appears, continues, becomes veiled, and is finally brought back to truth.

The one who sets the whole into motion

This name makes an important claim: Kalabhairava is not only present within
those processes; he is their source and governor. The sense of pravritti and vis-
vanda is dynamic. The universe is not left to drift on its own. Its emergence,
movement, and transformation take place because divine power is actively at
work.

Sovereignty over manifestation and return

By calling him the bestower of the panca-krityas, the name places Kalabhairava
at the center of cosmic order. Creation begins through him, preservation contin-
ues through him, dissolution returns through him, concealment operates under
him, and grace is also his gift. Even the seeker's liberation is not outside this vi-
sion; it belongs to the same divine governance that sustains the worlds.

What this name teaches

Meditating on Kritsna-Pravrtti-Visvanda-Panca-Kritya-Vidayakaya re-
minds the devotee that Bhairava is both immanent and transcendent. He pervades
the manifest universe, yet he is not limited by it. For the practitioner, this name
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can become an act of surrender: all movement, all change, all veiling, and all grace
are ultimately held within his boundless authority.

97. Kala-Natha-Paraya
Supreme Lord, Beyond the Bounds of Time.

The ninety-seventh name, Kala-Natha-Paraya, speaks in a simple but profound
way about Kalabhairava's relation to time. He is not only the lord who governs
time, cycles, endings, and change. He is also para, beyond them. The name there-
fore points to both mastery and transcendence.

Elaboration

The name may be read through its parts: kala (time), natha (lord), and para
(supreme, beyond, transcendent). Together they reveal a form of Bhairava who
rules time without being bound by it.

Lord of time

As Kala-Natha, Kalabhairava is the master of durations, seasons, endings, and
the unfolding of events. Birth, growth, decay, and dissolution all take place within
the order of time, and this title presents him as the one who governs that order.
He is not a being trapped in the current of time. He is the power by which that
current moves.

Beyond time

The word para deepens the meaning of the name. Kalabhairava does not merely
dominate time as a cosmic force; he also stands beyond temporal limitation alto-
gether. He is unborn, undying, and untouched by the succession of past, present,
and future. What he governs does not govern him.

A teaching for the devotee

This matters spiritually because bondage is often experienced through time: fear
of loss, anxiety about change, and the pressure of mortality. To contemplate
Kala-Natha-Paraya is to remember that the highest reality is not swallowed by
those movements. Bhairava rules time, yet remains free of it, and through his
grace the seeker is led toward that same freedom in the form of moksha.

What this name teaches

This name presents Kalabhairava as more than a fierce deity associated with end-
ings. It points to him as the supreme reality that contains all cycles while remain-
ing untouched by them. For a devotee, that insight brings steadiness: what
changes is real within its level, but the divine ground behind it is eternal.

98. Kalaya
Time itself, before which all appearances pass away.

The ninety-eighth name, Kalaya, brings the contemplation of Bhairava even
closer to the heart of time. Earlier names described him as the lord of time and as
the one who stands beyond it. Here the emphasis becomes even more direct: he is
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not merely the ruler of time as something separate from himself. He is kala itself,
the power through which arising, duration, ending, and change become possible.

Elaboration

The form Kalaya points back to kala, time. In devotional usage the name salutes
Bhairava as that very principle. It is a simple name, but it carries immense weight
because time is the field in which every embodied being lives, hopes, fears, grows,
and passes away.

Time as divine power

When this name is contemplated, time is no longer treated as a blind mechanical
force. In Bhairava it becomes sacred power. The rhythms of birth and death,
ripening and decay, memory and forgetting, all move within his presence. Nothing
matures outside time, and nothing escapes its measure.

The remover of false permanence

Time also strips away illusion. Wealth, beauty, status, attachment, and even grief
reveal their changing nature as the years unfold. In that sense Kalaya can be un-
derstood as the destroyer of delusion, not because he acts through cruelty, but be-
cause time exposes what cannot last. What is borrowed falls away. What is eternal
remains.

A name for the spiritual seeker

For a devotee, this name is a call to sobriety and freedom. To bow to Kalaya is to
remember that clinging to the passing world will always produce fear. Bhairava, as
time itself, teaches discernment. He presses the seeker to look beyond temporary
forms and to seek the reality that does not fade.

What this name teaches

This name presents Kalabhairava as the living principle of time rather than as a
distant overseer of it. Meditating on Kalaya helps the mind accept impermanence
without despair, because the passing of forms is not outside the divine. It is one of
the ways the divine reveals truth.

99. Kala-Dharma-Pravartakaya
The one who sets the law of time and cosmic order into motion.

The ninety-ninth name, Kala-Dharma-Pravartakaya, presents Kalabhairava as
the power behind the lawful unfolding of the universe. Time does not move ran-
domly, and existence is not governed by chaos alone. This name teaches that be-
hind succession, timing, consequence, and transformation stands a divine intelli-
gence that establishes order and keeps it active.

Elaboration

The name may be understood through its parts: kala (time), dharma (law, or-
der, right principle), and pravartaka (the one who sets in motion, establishes, or
causes to operate). Together they portray Bhairava as the one through whom the
order of time becomes effective in the world.
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The law within time

Time is not only duration. It also carries sequence, season, maturity, and conse-
quence. Seeds sprout in one season and dry in another. Bodies are born, age, and
die. Actions ripen according to their causes. In this sense kala-dharma refers to
the lawful character built into temporal existence, and Bhairava is revered here as
the one who activates and sustains that law.

Guardian of cosmic order

The word dharma widens the meaning beyond chronology. It points to the
deeper order that keeps the world from collapsing into disorder. Planets follow
their paths, beings reap the fruit of karma, and cycles of manifestation and with-
drawal proceed according to principle. As Kala-Dharma-Pravartakaya,
Bhairava is not merely watching those processes. He is the force by which they re-
main ordered and meaningful.

Why this matters in spiritual life

For the seeker, this name is a reminder that spiritual life also unfolds under law.
Practice ripens in time. Discipline bears fruit gradually. Karma is not erased by
wishful thinking, nor is liberation gained by impatience. To meditate on this name
is to accept that Bhairava governs the timing of maturation as well as the justice
woven into existence.

What this name teaches

This name presents Kalabhairava as the establisher of the temporal and moral or-
der through which the universe unfolds. Contemplating Kala-Dharma-
Pravartakaya brings steadiness, because it reminds the devotee that change,
consequence, and transformation are not meaningless accidents. They move
within divine order.

100. Kula-Caryaya
The acharya and guardian of the sacred lineage.

The hundredth name, Kula-Caryaya, presents Lord Kalabhairava as the acharya
of the lineage: the one who teaches, transmits, and protects the sacred current of
tradition. Here Bhairava is not approached only as a fierce guardian. He is also
the living guide within the kula, the spiritual family through which knowledge,
practice, and grace continue from one generation to the next.

Elaboration

This name may be read through two elements: kula and acarya. Kula can mean
family or clan, but in Shaiva and Tantric contexts it often points to a spiritual lin-
eage, a sacred community, or the living field of Shiva-Shakti transmission. Acarya
means teacher, guide, or preceptor. Together they show Bhairava as the supreme
teacher who stands within the lineage and keeps it awake.
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Teacher of the lineage

A true acharya does more than explain doctrine. He embodies the path, keeps it
alive, and hands it on responsibly. To call Kalabhairava Kula-Caryaya is to rec-
ognize him as the source of that authority. A lineage survives not by memory
alone, but because divine guidance continues to animate it from within.

Keeper of transmission

In many Bhairava-centered traditions, sacred knowledge is not treated as casual
information. It is received through discipline, devotion, initiation, and trust. This
name reflects Kalabhairava as the guardian of that transmission. He preserves the
inner meaning of ritual, mantra, and practice so they do not harden into empty
repetition.

Guide for the spiritual family

The word kula can also suggest the wider spiritual family of devotees, deities, and
subtle powers joined in one sacred order. Seen in that light, Bhairava is not a dis-
tant teacher. He is the presiding guru of the whole family of practice, guiding
those who approach with sincerity and protecting the path from distortion.

What this name teaches

This name reminds the seeker that spiritual progress is rarely a private invention.
It ripens through a living current of teaching, correction, and grace.
Contemplating Kula-Caryaya turns the mind toward humility before the lineage
and gratitude for the wisdom carried through it.

101. Kula-Carataya
The one who upholds the living conduct of the lineage.

The one-hundred-and-first name, Kula-Carataya, presents Lord Kalabhairava as
the guardian of lineage conduct: the one who preserves the way a sacred tradition
is actually lived. This name does not point only to inherited identity. It points to
disciplined practice, rightful conduct, and fidelity to the spiritual current passed
through the kula.

Elaboration

This name may be understood through kula and acara. Kula can refer to family,
lineage, spiritual community, or the sacred circle of transmission. Acara means
conduct, observance, customary practice, or the disciplined way a tradition is car-
ried out. Together they portray Bhairava as the one who sustains the living order
of the lineage.

Upholder of lineage conduct

In Shaiva and Tantric settings, tradition is not preserved by sentiment alone. It is
preserved through practice, discipline, initiation, and proper conduct. When
Kalabhairava is invoked as Kula-Carataya, he is honored as the power that pro-
tects this living acara so that the lineage does not drift into confusion or hollow
imitation.
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Guardian of the sacred current

The word kula extends beyond biological family. It may point to a spiritual fam-
ily, a Tantric stream, or the larger union of Shiva and Shakti expressed through
creation. In that sense Bhairava guards not only outer custom but the inner cur-
rent that gives those customs meaning. He preserves continuity without allowing
the tradition to become lifeless routine.

Restorer of right order

This name also suggests correction. When conduct strays from dharma, the lin-
eage weakens. Kalabhairava, in his fierce compassion, is invoked as the one who
cuts through disorder, restores alignment, and returns the seeker to disciplined
practice. His guardianship is therefore protective, but it is also corrective.

What this name teaches

Contemplating Kula-Carataya reminds the devotee that a lineage survives
through lived integrity. Ritual, mantra, and doctrine gain strength only when em-
bodied with reverence and steadiness. This name turns the mind toward faithful
practice, respect for ancestral wisdom, and the divine presence that keeps a sacred
tradition whole.

102. Guhya-Astamii-Priyaya
Beloved of the dark-fortnight Ashtami, a sacred time especially associated with his
worship.

The one-hundred-and-second name, Guhya-Astamii-Priyaya, turns attention
toward sacred timing. Instead of describing only a form, weapon, or quality of
Lord Kalabhairava, this name points to the Ashtami tithi of the dark fortnight, a
lunar observance long regarded as especially fitting for Bhairava worship. It re-
minds the devotee that sadhana unfolds not only through effort, but also through
right timing.

Elaboration

This name is understood here as referring to the eighth lunar day of the waning
fortnight. In that sense, Guhya-Astamii-Priyaya praises Kalabhairava as the
deity especially pleased by worship offered on that observance.

A day kept for Bhairava worship

Within Bhairava worship, the Ashtami tithi of the dark fortnight is treated as
more than a calendar date. Devotees approach it as a fitting time for mantra,
vrata, prayer, and inward discipline. This name preserves that traditional associa-
tion by showing Kalabhairava as closely linked with that observance.

Why this tithi carries weight

The eighth lunar day carries deep symbolism in Hindu thought. It can suggest
hidden power, inward transformation, and the gathering of spiritual force beneath
the surface. For Bhairava devotees, it may also recall the eight forms of Bhairava
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and the deeper energies approached through disciplined worship. The dark fort-
night, marked by the waning moon, naturally supports austerity, inwardness, and
serious practice.

Grace meets observance

When the name says Bhairava is "fond of" this day, it suggests receptivity rather
than mere preference. Worship offered on this tithi is traditionally regarded as es-
pecially fruitful for those who seek protection, the removal of obstacles, and divine
grace. The day itself does not replace devotion, but it can deepen the atmosphere
in which devotion ripens.

What this name teaches

Contemplating Guhya-Astamii-Priyaya reminds the seeker that sacred time is
part of sadhana. Some moments are approached with special care because they
carry a different spiritual weight. This name invites the devotee to meet the dark-
fortnight Ashtami with steadiness, reverence, and inward attention.

103. Karma-Bandha-Akhila-Chedine
The one who severs every bond of karma.

The 103rd name, Karma-Bandha-Akhila-Chedine, reveals Lord Kalabhairava
as the power that cuts through karmic entanglement at its root. The name is
fierce, but it is also compassionate. It speaks to a central longing in spiritual life:
not only to ease suffering for a while, but to be freed from the chain of action, re-
action, and repeated bondage.

Elaboration

This name is traditionally understood as a compound of karma (action and its
consequence), bandha (bondage or fetter), akhila (entire, all), and chedine
(the cutter or severer). Taken together, the name praises Kalabhairava as the one
who cuts every bond created by karma.

What karmic bondage includes

Karma does not refer only to outward deeds. It also includes the subtle impres-
sions and tendencies left behind by thought, desire, intention, and action. These
accumulated traces bind the jiva to repeated experience. To invoke Kalabhairava
as Karma-Bandha-Akhila-Chedine is to recognize him as the one who can cut
through this whole web rather than merely ease one visible difficulty.

Freedom from samsara

Because karmic bondage sustains the cycle of birth and death, this name naturally
carries the promise of liberation. Kalabhairava appears here not only as a
guardian or corrector, but as a liberating force who can free the soul from re-
peated entanglement in samsara. The name points beyond temporary relief to-
ward a deeper spiritual freedom.
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Grace within moral law

The law of karma is often described as exact and inescapable, yet this name pre-
serves a higher spiritual truth: divine grace is not absent from the moral order.
Through sincere surrender, worship, and inner transformation, the devotee be-
comes open to Bhairava's anugraha. That grace does not deny karmic law, but it
can burn through obstacles, dissolve accumulated burden, and open the path to
real spiritual progress.

A fierce form of compassion

This name also softens simplistic ideas about Bhairava as only a fearsome deity.
The same lord who disciplines can also release. The same force that destroys can
also destroy bondage. For devotees, this makes Karma-Bandha-Akhila-
Chedine a deeply consoling name: it is an appeal to the Lord who does not
merely judge karmic burden, but can mercifully cut it away.

What this name teaches

This name reminds the seeker that liberation is not achieved by outer effort alone.
One must act rightly, but one must also seek grace. Contemplating Karma-
Bandha-Akhila-Chedine turns the heart toward repentance, surrender, and the
hope that Bhairava can free the soul from even long-standing karmic chains.

104. Gosthastha-Bhairava-Agranye
Foremost among the Bhairavas, the leader of Shiva's hosts.

The 104th name, Gosthastha-Bhairava-Agranye, presents Lord Kalabhairava
as the chief presence within a sacred assembly of fierce powers. It does not praise
him as only one guardian among many. It places him at the front: the one who
stands foremost among the Bhairavas and leads the gathered hosts that serve
Shiva.

Elaboration

This compound name is understood here through goshta (assembly, host, or
gathered multitude), stha (standing within or abiding among), Bhairava, and
agranya (foremost, chief, or leader).

Foremost in the divine host

The name first emphasizes rank. Kalabhairava is not described as an isolated
fierce form, but as the one who stands pre-eminent within a larger host of
Bhairavas and attendant powers. In that sense, Agranye points to seniority, com-
mand, and unquestioned spiritual authority.

Leader among the ganas

The image of the host naturally calls to mind Shiva's ganas, the divine retinue
that carries out his will. When this name places Kalabhairava among that gath-
ered force, it does so to show him as their chieftain rather than a companion of
equal standing. He is the ordering power within the assembly, the one under
whom the host moves.
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Authority joined with protection

Because he leads such a formidable retinue, this name also carries a protective
meaning. The devotee is invited to see Kalabhairava not only as fierce, but as the
guardian who commands divine forces capable of removing obstacles, subduing
hostile influences, and keeping order where confusion would otherwise prevail.

What this name teaches

To contemplate Gosthastha-Bhairava-Agranye is to remember Bhairava as
the foremost guardian in the divine assembly. The name inspires reverence, but
also steadiness: if he is the leader of the host, then the seeker can approach him as
the one whose authority is already greater than the forces that create fear or
disorder.

105. Katora-Aujasya-Bhisma-Ajna-Paala-Kinkaara-Sevitaya
Served by mighty and fearsome attendants who uphold his stern command.

The 105th name, Katora-Aujasya-Bhisma-Ajna-Paala-Kinkaara-Sevitaya,
reveals Lord Kalabhairava through the force of his retinue. This is a name of com-
mand, obedience, and cosmic enforcement. It portrays him as the sovereign
whose attendants do not merely surround him with splendor; they carry out his
severe and unyielding will.

Elaboration

This long compound name is understood here through katora (stern, severe),
aujasya (mighty or powerful), bhisma (fearsome, dreadful), ajna (command),
paala (protector or upholder), kinkaara (servant or messenger), and sevita
(served by).

Attended by formidable messengers

The name first draws attention to the beings who serve Kalabhairava. They are de-
scribed as stern, powerful, and fearsome, not as mild attendants offering ceremo-
nial praise. They are the kind of servants who enforce divine order. Their presence
reflects the force of the Lord they serve.

Guardians of his command

At the center of the name is ajna-paala-kinkaara: attendants who preserve,
guard, and carry out his command. That detail matters. The focus is not only on
their fierceness, but on their obedience. Kalabhairava's authority is shown as ac-
tive and effective, with nothing in the cosmic order left outside his reach.

Executor of justice and order

This epithet naturally points toward Kalabhairava's role in maintaining Dharma.
His commands are stern because cosmic law is not sentimental. What is out of
balance must be corrected; what violates the order of truth must meet its conse-
quence. The fear associated with his messengers comes from that uncompromis-
ing justice, not from randomness or cruelty.
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Awe for the devotee

For the devotee, this name inspires reverence more than comfort. It reminds the
seeker that Bhairava is not only compassionate but also exact. To meditate on
Katora-Aujasya-Bhisma-Ajna-Paala-Kinkaara-Sevitaya is to acknowledge
a form of divine sovereignty before which disorder, arrogance, and lawlessness
cannot stand.

106. Kala-Rudraya
The fierce Rudra of time, whose terrible force clears the way for renewal.

The 106th name, Kala-Rudraya, brings together two immense ideas in the
Shaiva tradition: kala, time, and Rudra, the fierce and storm-like form of Shiva.
The name does not glorify destruction for its own sake. It points to Kalabhairava
as the divine force through which time strips away what has run its course, mak-
ing space for the next movement of the cosmic order.

Elaboration

This compound is understood through kala (time), Rudra (the fierce, roaring as-
pect of Shiva), and the honorific suffix -aya. Together, the name praises
Kalabhairava as Rudra moving through time itself: the power before which forms,
ages, and even worlds eventually give way.

Rudra as the fierce face of Shiva

Rudra is the untamed and formidable current within the Shiva tradition. He is as-
sociated with storm, force, austerity, and the power that tears through impurity.
In this name, Bhairava is not presented as mild or decorative. He stands as the
uncompromising divine presence that meets falsehood, pride, and decay head-on.

Time as the great dissolver

By adding kala, the name deepens that fierceness. Time consumes empires, bod-
ies, memories, and worlds. Nothing escapes its reach. Kala-Rudraya therefore
suggests not merely a wrathful deity, but the Rudra-force at work within time it-
self. What time does to creation, Bhairava is shown here as governing knowingly
and completely.

Wrath that serves renewal

In Shaiva thought, destruction does not stand outside divine order. It belongs to
the cycle of srsti (creation), sthiti (preservation), and samhara (dissolution). As
Kala-Rudraya, Kalabhairava stands close to the mystery of pralaya, the great
dissolution that clears exhausted forms so renewal can arise. His wrath is fear-
some, but not random. It is a stern mercy that removes what can no longer
endure.

What this name teaches the devotee

For the devotee, Kala-Rudraya inspires both awe and sobriety. It reminds the
seeker that time is sacred because it is one of the Lord's own instruments. To
meditate on this name is to remember that endings are not outside Bhairava's
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care. What he dissolves, he dissolves within the larger rhythm of Dharma.

107. Kala-Vela-Hora-Amsa-Murtimate
The embodiment of every division of time, from an appointed moment to the turning of
day and night.

The 107th name, Kala-Vela-Hora-Amsa-Murtimate, describes Kalabhairava
with unusual precision. Instead of speaking about time only in a vast poetic sense,
this name points to its smaller measures as well: the marked moment, the hour,
the portion, the recurring cycle. The teaching is simple and powerful: every one of
these divisions already rests within Bhairava's own form.

Elaboration

This compound gathers several temporal terms into a single theological state-
ment: kala (time), vela (an appointed moment or occasion), hora (hour), amsa
(part or division), and murtiman (embodied, having form). The name therefore
praises Kalabhairava as the one in whom every division of time takes shape and
becomes present.

Every measure belongs to him

The force of this name lies in its exactness. Kalabhairava is not praised here only
as the lord of remote cosmic ages. He is also present in the measures by which life
is actually lived: the hour, the appointed time, the passing interval, the repeated
movement of day and night. Nothing temporal falls outside his domain.

Time is not apart from the Divine

This name also carries a clear philosophical insight. If every division of time be-
longs to Bhairava's embodiment, then time is not some separate machinery run-
ning beside the Divine. The movement of events, the rhythm of daily life, and the
ordered unfolding of existence all arise within his manifest presence. He is not
only the ruler of time; he is the ground in which time appears.

The order behind change

For a devotee, that insight can soften the fear that comes with delay, transition, or
the passing of seasons. Kala-Vela-Hora-Amsa-Murtimate reminds us that
time is not blind motion. Every hour has its place, every interval its purpose, and
every turning of the cycle remains held within Bhairava's deeper order.

A contemplative lesson

Meditating on this name encourages attention to the present moment. If each por-
tion of time belongs to Bhairava, then no hour is spiritually empty. The ordinary
routine, the sacred occasion, the change from day to night, and the larger arc of
destiny can all become reminders of the Lord's living presence.
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108. Karaya
The doer behind all deeds and actions in the universe.

The final name in the namavali gathers the whole series into one vision.
Throughout these 108 names, Kalabhairava has appeared as guardian, witness,
liberator, ruler of time, and the force behind karma. Karaya draws those threads
together and points to the deepest claim of all: no movement in the universe
stands outside the Lord's power to act.

Elaboration

The name is linked to the Sanskrit root kr, "to do," "to make," or "to act." In that
sense, Karaya praises Kalabhairava as the one from whom all action arises and
by whom all action is ultimately sustained.

The divine source of activity

This name does not describe Bhairava as a distant overseer. It presents him as the
living power behind activity itself. Creation, preservation, dissolution, the move-
ment of the heavens, the growth of living beings, and the choices made within em-
bodied life are all seen as taking place through his deeper agency.

The hidden doer within every deed

Shaiva thought often reminds the seeker that the ego claims authorship too
quickly. We say, "I act," yet the strength to act, the conditions that make action
possible, and the fruit that follows do not arise from the isolated individual alone.
Karaya shifts attention from surface doership to the divine power moving be-
neath every deed.

Karma, responsibility, and surrender

This insight does not cancel moral responsibility. Rather, it places karma within a
sacred order. Kalabhairava remains the ground in which cause and effect operate,
while human beings still experience the burden and consequence of what they
choose. The spiritual lesson is not passivity. It is humility: act sincerely, offer the
action to the Divine, and learn to see even personal effort as something upheld by
a greater will.

Why this final name matters

As the closing name of the series, Karaya leaves the devotee with a unifying
recognition. Bhairava is not present only in extraordinary visions, fierce symbols,
or sacred times. He is also present in doing itself - in work, worship, discipline,
speech, service, and transformation. The last name therefore returns the seeker to
daily life, but with clearer eyes.
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ॐ

Jai Kālabhairava

May the blessings of Kālabhairava Baba guide you
on your spiritual journey towards eternal truth and liberation.

Through his 108 sacred names, may you find
strength, fearlessness, and adhara for shakti vidya to enter your

garbagriha.

Jai Ma Krishna • Jai Mā Ādya Mahākālī • Jai Kālabhairava

ॐ भैरवाय नमः

Om Bhairavaya Namah


